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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM

Introduction

School library media centers are planned and administered to
provide a wide range of information services.

The functions of

these services are defined by the American Association of School
Librarians and the Association for Educational Communications and
Technology in Media Programs;

District and School (1975).

They

are 1) to provide resources and services appropriate to user needs;
2) to devise delivery systems of materials,

tools and human resources

for the user; 3) to provide maximum access to information in all
of its forms.

Successful provision of these information services

depends upon the media specialist's ability to identify user needs,
to assist users in finding appropriate resources and to provide
easy access through delivery systems that meet user needs.
The school library media center is one of the few departments
in the school that reflect all aspects of the curriculum.

Media

programs influence the development and extension of the curriculum
through provision of a wide selection of information.

Media

specialists provide motivation and encouragement to the user by
maintaining a supportive teaching role.

"Effective media programs

satisfy both individual and instructional purposes in a balanced
and aesthetically rewarding way" (American Association of School

1
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Librarians, Association for Educational Communications and
Technology, 1975, p. 5).
The objectives of the school library media center in the
educational system are common to all schools
of School Librarians,

1960, p. 8 ).

(American Association

These objectives are based on

the overall objectives of the school serviced by the Individual
center.

The center serves the school by meeting the individual and

group information needs of the user.

Statement of the Problem

This study investigated the views of media specialists on
student access to school library media center resources in south
western Michigan.

The same schools surveyed by Miller (1974)

in

her study of "Student Access to School Library Resources as
Viewed by High School Seniors in Southwestern Michigan" were
utilized so that a comparison of the Miller data was possible.

An

analysis was made of the media resources in each school to determine
actual quantity of the resources available and media specialists’
opinions on aspects of organization and control.
Two hypotheses were tested:
1)

There is a significant difference between student per
ceptions of the accessibility of resources to them and
media specialists' views of student access to resources.

2)

There is a relationship between educational background
and experience of the media specialist and the way he/she
views student access to school library media center
resources.
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This study also collected data on the availability of resources
in order to answer the question:
Do the views of the students and media specialists
relate to what actually exists in the school library
media center?

Definition of Terms

The following terns used in this study were consistent with
the terminology used in the Miller (1974) survey.
Accessibility-----the availability of resources and facili
ties, the ease of use of those resources,
and arrangements to make those resources
available.
Media--------------print and non-print forms of communication
and their accompanying technology.
Media specialist— an individual who has broad professional
preparation in librarianship and educational
media and/or who administers the school
library media center program.
Media staff------- other adults who carry on the
of a media center program.

activities

Program------------the instruction, service, and activity
throughout the school as well as within
the walls of the library quarters.

Need and Significance of the Study

Tax dollars have been spent on resources to support the infor
mation function of the school library media center.

Accreditation

agencies have insisted on quantitative standards for providing suffi
cient budgets, adequate facilities,

resources,

and personnel.

However, the quality of accessibility to school library media
center resources has not kept up with the increasing needs of users.
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Accessibility to school library media center resources has been
acknowledged as a continuing concern of educational leaders in
relation to student non-use of resources.

McGrath (1969) in a

paper on student access to libraries and library resources in
secondary schools maintained:
Access to the resources of school library-media centers
is clearly a pre-requisite to their use. . . . Effective
access today implies not merely that students are permitted
to go to study areas and information centers, but that they
may proceed conveniently and efficiently— drawn to the
center's resources rather than drafted to the area as a
period location— and with the minimum number of barriers or
deterrents imposed by the school or introduced by the
library.
(p. 2)
Accessibility of all services, materials and equipment is a
criterion by which the profession identifies outstanding school
library media center programs.

Schick (1964) argued that resources

do not exist in sufficient quantity to attract students in the way
McGrath described.

He stated that "the level of provision of

personnel and materials in school libraries is crucial to the issue
of student use of libraries" (p. 23).
Another acknowledged problem is accessibility to the human
resources in the school library media center.

McJenkins

(1966)

maintained that media specialists no longer can create an environ
ment that is conducive to student access.

McJenkins pointed out

that in addition to the diminishing school library budgets,
space, and immature school library collections,

limited

there was a lack of

adequate communication between teachers and the library center.
According to McJenkins,

lack of time within the school day for

serving users and failure on the part of school systems to employ
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an adequate number of librarians decreased the productivity of the
school library media center's human resources.

In addition, new

technological changes in the educational system are affecting the
quality of present school library media center programs.
The supportive services, provided through the information
function of the library media center, provide assurance of excellence
in curriculum and instruction.
services,

Accessibility to those support

that is, the availability of resources and facilities,

ease of use, and arrangements to make these resources available
are all key factors in the continued development of successful
school library media centers and effective school library media
programs.
Miller (1974) in her survey of high school seniors in south
western Michigan found students did not know whether some resources
were accessible to them.

She used the characteristics of the

accessible school library media center presented by the literature,
specifically the 1969 standards,

to determine students' perceptions

of their-access to their media center resources.
The specific characteristics under study by Miller (1974) were:
1) availability of resources;

2) availability of staff; 3) avail

ability of library media center facilities through regular and
extended hours of service; 4) flexibility and ease of circulation
and loan policies; 5) availability of media center facilities
through their location,

design and arrangement; 6) availability

of newer technology for the projection of materials;
of interfacility loans;

7) availability

8 ) availability of flexible or open
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scheduling during the school day; 9) availability of faculty and
library m edia center staff planning for the use of resources.
Miller (1974) based her conclusions on students’ views of
their access to school library media center resources.
assumed that adequate media resources were available.

Miller
The students'

responses in the "Do not know" category indicated that the quality
of facilities and physical arrangements of resources influenced
their use of media resources.

It was necessary to determine what

kinds of resources were available in the school library media center
and how students obtained access to those resources.

The media

specialist in charge of the school library media center was a
source of determining what media resources were available and how
students obtained access to them.
The significance of this study was to determine significant
differences between students'

and media specialists' perceptions of

student access to school library media center resources and to
determine from the data possible causes for those differences.
Miller's

(1974) survey set the framework on which a second study

could begin to delve into specific reasons for students' non-use
of school library media center resources and to define specific
research-based recommendations for improving school library media
center services in the future.

Overview

The primary purpose of this study was to determine the differ
ences between the perceptions of students identified by Miller's
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(1974) survey and
schools.

the perceptions of media specialists in the same

This study was characterized by the fact that the data

were collected within a year from the previous Miller (1974) study
and that additional quantitative data were collected to substantiate
actual availability of resources.
In all the centers except one, the same media specialists had
been responsible for the program of services available to the
students in the Miller (1974) study.
In Chapter I, an introduction, statement of the problem,
hypotheses, definitions, and need for the study were stated.
Chapter II will review the pertinent literature regarding the school
library media center concept, the rationale for access to resources
and other related research.
The design, methodology and procedures used to collect and
analyze the data will be described in Chapter III, and the analysis
of the findings will be presented in Chapter IV.
the results,

The discussion of

their implications, and recommendations for further

research will be presented in Chapter V.
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CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Introduction

The primary purpose of this study was to determine the differ
ences between perceptions of high school seniors concerning their
access to school library media center resources as determined by
Miller

(1974) and the media specialists' perceptions of total student

access to resources in the same school library media centers in
southwestern Michigan,
In general, there have been few research attempts in the school
library field to compare with this study.

An abundance of litera

ture is available that describes student non-use of resources,
rationales for the need of student accessibility studies, and the
importance of this kind of research on student use of resources.

Historical Perspective

School Libraries for Today and Tomorrow (American Library
Association, 1945) first stated the objectives of the school library
which were incorporated in the Standards for School Library Pro
grams (American Association of School Librarians,

1960).

The objectives focus upon the most important function of
the library in the school— the work with teachers and
students; and they are based on the assumption that this
work can be carried on successfully only when certain condi
tions pervail— the services of qualified personnel in

8
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sufficient number, an abundance of well-selected printed
and audio-visual materials and arrangements that make
materials easily accessible within the school.
(p. 9)
The functions of the school library in relation to audio
visual materials and services were extended in an official state
ment adopted by the American Association of School Librarians,
School Libraries as Instructional Materials Centers

(1956).

This

statement indicated that the function of the instructional materials
center is to locate, gather, provide and coordinate a school's
materials for learning and the equipment required for use of these
materials.
The 1960 standards document further emphasized this function
as follows:
• Services, not words, portray the image of the school
library.
The school library is a materials center, an
instructional resource center, or any of the equivalent
terms springing into existence.
In like manner, the
school librarian is a materials specialist or an instruc
tional resources consultant,
(p. 13)
The 1960 standards pointed out that there are certain assump
tions for optimum use of materials and services.

"Optimum use of

school library materials and good services for students and
teachers depend in large measure on having the resources of the
school library easily accessible within the school"

(p. 87).

The

basic principles that govern accessibility were grouped into
school library policies and services, organization of materials,
and school library quarters (p. 87).
Since the introduction and implementation of the 1960 standards
document, the concept of the school library as a media center has
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been widely discussed In the literature.

The Standards for School

Media Programs (American Association of School Librarians and
Department of Audiovisual Instruction, National Education Associa
tion, 1969) added impetus to coordinated school library and audio
visual programs.

Within the general guidelines for selection of

materials this document pointed out that accessibility of materials
provided for optimum use.
When Media Programs;
1969 standards document,

District and School (1975) replaced the
the publication demonstrated the continuing

concern for maintaining excellence in school library media programs
in public schools.

This document reflected the thinking of many

professionals in the library and information fields.

The guidelines

continued to support programs seeking the widest possible uses of
media resources.

"The school (media) program stresses direct

services to students and teachers, media collections development
and instructional design that fulfills the educational goals of the
school" (p. 13).

Within the operations of the media program, access

and delivery systems were defined as the means by which students
and teachers obtain resources, either at the time of need or
desire (p. 48).

"The best access and delivery systems require the

least conscious conformity by the user.

. . . The test of any

delivery system is how well it provides convenient, flexible, and
speedy access to all media"

(pp. 48-49).
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Related Research.

A literature survey by McGrath (1969), "Student Access to
Libraries and Library Resources," suggested that, research has
largely been concerned with quantitative numbers of resources,
their selection and organization.

He stated that research on the

relationships of patterns of organization and student access to
resources and services was necessary to insure student use of
resources.
Woodworth (1967) demonstrated in some measure the varied
research needs in the school librarianship field.
There would appear to have been substantial concern on
the part of librarians for the initiation of research
in certain areas previously not examined, and for the
replication or updating of older research.
(p. 219)
Ranking the concerns of the professionals she surveyed, Woodworth
found "Access and Use" to be in the top third of the items needing
research.

Overall, the demonstrated responses appeared to express

their opinion regarding the major importance of the contributions
of the school library to the teaching/learning process.

Implied

in this concern is the importance of user access to the school
library and its resources.
Gaver and Jones

(1966)

substantiated that there was a positive

relationship between the number of services provided in the school
library media center and the total number of resources.

They

identified groups of services which appeared to be significant.
Underlying these services was the assumption of user access.
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Gaver

(1971) further investigated the nature and variety of

the services being offered in school library media centers.

Among

the criteria characterizing the school library media center services,
she listed accessibility of activities and services to all students
and teachers in the school, both in the classroom and in the media
center, at all hours of the school day, and for all special groups
in the school (p. 5).

She cautioned, however,

chat accessibility

of services can be attained only by an awareness of a school’s
requirements and needs, and that circumstances may either further
or limit this accessibility (p. 67).
Since the publication of the 1960 and the 1969 standards,
questions concerning library management and organization, efficient
operation, student use, and audiovisual facilities in libraries have
been raised and re-evaluated.

Research studies pointed out various

services and roles expected of the school library media center.
The Knapp School Libraries Project (1968),

the School Library

Manpower Project (1973), and the Jobs in Instructional Media Study
(1971) were examples of the kind of research projects generated by
the new philosophy.
Squire

(1964) in a national study of high school English

programs revealed considerable student dissatisfaction with the
school library.

Only 47.7 per cent of the students in his study

of 158 high school programs in 45 states felt the school library
contained all the resources they needed for school; fewer than 26.6
per cent felt that the school library contained all the materials
they needed for recreational reading.

In many schools, he conceded,
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contemporary demands were magnifying the importance of new kinds
of organization.

He suggested that:

N e w physical arrangements and library schedules will be
necessary if students are to have access to the collections.
. . . A library m ay have a large collection of books and may
be of high quality, but is quite without value if not
accessible to students.
(p. 12)
Martin (1963) in studying student use of the Enoch Pratt
Public Library indicated through heavy use of the public library
collection and through students' personal preferences that public
school students did not, or could not, use their own school library
resources.
Beillce (1974) examined problems of acquisition and use of
instructional material encountered by secondary school teachers.
She inferred that teachers have similar problems with accessibility
to resources.
Recent research by Miller (1974) gathered data in two surveys
conducted during the 1973-74 school year.

The principal survey was

a questionnaire administered to 649 seniors in twenty-five south
western M ichigan public high schools accredited by the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools.

This survey obtained infor

mation on high school seniors' perceptions of the accessibility of
school library media center resources in their schools.

The second

survey was an interview study of sixty of the seniors who partici
pated in the first survey.

The combined findings from all twenty-

five schools were analyzed for any dominant perceptions that might
emerge.
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The Miller sample included fifty-five public high schools,
representing approximately 13,000 seniors in southwestern Michigan
counties of Allegan, Berrien,
and VanBuren.

Calhoun, Kalamazoo, Kent, Ottawa,

The fifty-five schools were divided into three groups

on a basis of size of the graduating class.

Group I represented

small schools with a senior class enrollment of 1-186; Group II
represented inedium-sized schools with senior enrollment of 187-368;
and Group III represented large high schools with senior enrollments
of 369-555.
A weighted, stratified list was compiled by listing each
school once for every seventy-five students enrolled.
list, a random sample was prepared.

From this

Ten units of twenty students

each were selected for a total of 200 students in each stratum.
Students in each school were randomly selected in quantities
determined by the original weighted sample.
The twelve schools included in the interview study were
selected at the same time that the twenty-five schools were selected.
These twelve schools were part of the twenty-five.

The sixty

students were selected from the lists of seniors who responded to
the first survey.

Again, a weighted sample was used to insure that

all students had a known chance to be selected.
Miller's

(1974) survey indicated that students continued to

express a dissatisfaction with school library media center services
and resources.

Her data indicated that many students do not have

access to, nor are they aware of, the potential resources available
in their school library media centers.
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Miller based her questionnaire on nine characteristics of
accessibility presented in the literature.

Her results suggested

some serious questions about the future of school library media
centers regarding student access.

Her findings were Indicative of

the continuing problems of student access and student non-use of
school library media center resources.
In a conference report Schick (1963) concluded:

"Nothing

short of immediate and great improvement in school library collec
tions, hours and services will prove effective in meeting the
student use problem"

(p. 29).

Miller's (1974) results suggested

that this dilemma is still a deterrent to quality programs in
southwestern Michigan.

Summary

The primary document related to this study was the above
described Miller (1974) survey.

Other related literature provided

information about the nature and extent of the problem of student
access to resources.

Also presented in this chapter were documents

which provided a thorough overview of the changing secondary school
library media center environment regarding educational and techno
logical innovations as they affect school library media center
programs.

The national standards documents represented the contin

uous changes in the guidelines for the establishment of school
library media centers since 1945.
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CHAPTER III

DESIGN, METHODOLOGY AND PROCEDURES

Miller (1974)

researched students'

perceptions of their access

to school library media center resources.

During the 1973-74

school year, Miller collected data from high school seniors in
southwestern Michigan high schools accredited by the North Central
Association of Colleges and Schools.

Miller's

(1974)

survey obtained

students' opinions on their high school library media center
resources.

The data collection f o r this (1975) study included the

Miller data as representative of the students' views of their access
to school library media center resources.

The Miller data were

.compared to data collected from media specialists in the same
schools during the 1974-75 school year.

Purpose of the Study '

Data for this study were gathered to determine differences
between students' and media specialists'
bility to resources.

Additionally,

perceptions of accessi

data were collected to determine

relationships between the media specialist's views and his/her
educational background and experience;

to determine the quantity of

resources available to students in their school library media
centers; and to identify what policies governed student access to
those resources.

16
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Population

Miller's survey population was utilized for the population of
this study.

In only one case was the 1974-75 school year media

specialist not responsible for the previous year's program.

In this

case, the media specialist who participated in the Miller (1974)
study was available for interviewing and assisted in the completion
of the questionnaires.

In schools where more than one media

specialist was employed,

the questionnaires were administered to

the person in charge of the total program.

All the school media

specialists representative of the population participated in the
study.

Instrumentation

Two questionnaires were administered to obtain media special
ists' perceptions of student access to school library media center
resources.

Miller's survey questionnaire, which was designed for

a student population, was adapted to solicit responses from the
media specialists.

Fifty-two items were utilized from the original

survey instrument for incorporation into the first questionnaire
used in this study.

These fifty-two items were those specifically

concerned with access to resources.

Appendix A includes a copy of

both questionnaires.
The second instrument was designed to collect additional
information from the media specialist on his/her educational back
ground and experience;

the quantitative information on existing
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population and resources; and information on the control and access
of resources to students and teachers.

The ninety-seven items of

the second questionnaire were designed to parallel and expand upon
the first instrument.

It established the data utilized to determine

quantity of resources;

educational background and experiences of

the media specialists; and policies and procedures governing access
to resources.

Pilot Study

The two instruments were pre-tested in January, 1975.

Changes

were made in the second questionnaire so that responses by the media
specialists would more closely parallel their responses on the first
questionnaire.

Data Collection

Letters were sent to secondary school principals, system-wide
school library media center coordinators, and the school library
media center media specialists in the selected twenty-five secondary
schools.

The letters explained the purpose of the investigation

and sought their cooperation and participation.

Letters from Miller

verifying the relationship to her survey of the previous year
accompanied the letters of principals and media specialists.

A

post card addressed to the investigator x?as Included in the media ■
specialist's letter to facilitate acknowledgement of their willing
ness to participate in the study.

Copies of the letters and post

card are included in Appendix B.
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No media specialist refused to participate.

Follow-up tele

phone calls were made to make arrangements for the administration
of the instruments.
one session.
gator present.

The two questionnaires were administered in

All questionnaires were completed with the investi
The collection of the data was accomplished through

on-site visits by the investigator during February, March, and
April,

1975.

Data Analysis

The data analysis combined the original student data from the
Miller (1974) survey and the data collected from the media
specialists.

The combined findings from all twenty-five schools

were analyzed for significant differences between students' and
media specialists' responses to the first questionnaire.
The Chi Square Test of Significance was used to determine
whether a significant difference existed between the students'
responses and the media specialists' responses to each of the fiftytwo items on the primary questionnaire.

Chi square tests were used

to determine significant differences in media specialists'

responses

on the first questionnaire with their educational background and
experience reported on the second questionnaire.
In order to analyze the data relating to hypothesis I, that
there is a significant difference between student perceptions of
their access to resources and media specialists' views of student
access to resources,

the raw data were transferred to answer sheets

designed for optical scanning.

These data were then converted to
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tape and transferred to the computer.
on optical scanning answer sheets.

The Miller data were already

Both the Miller (1974) student

data and the media specialists' responses to the first questionnaire
were translated into computer language for manipulation.

Chi square

tests were used to determine significant differences between stu
dents' and media specialists'

responses to the first questionnaire.

In order to analyze the data relating to the second hypothesis,
that there is a relationship between educational background and
experience of the media specialist and the way he/she views student
access to school library media center resources,

the responses on

the first questionnaire and the responses to Questions 12-16 on the
second questionnaire were used.

All significant chi square values

obtained were reported along with their probability levels.
The .05 level or greater was utilized as the basis for deter
mining statistical significance.

Those chi square values that were

not significant at the .05 level or greater were not reported.
Since statistical significance is only one indicator of the value
of research information obtained, other factors indicated by the
media specialists on the second questionnaire were utilized in
reporting the results.
In order to discuss whether the views of the students and media
specialists related to what actually exists in the school library
media center, part of the second questionnaire was designed to
provide quantitative data on the school population, media center
staffing, and availability of media center services and resources.
The second questionnaire was designed to gather additional
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information on outside resources,
media specialists'

teacher use of the media center,

relationship to the total curriculum and specific

policies and public relations services of the school library media
center to the school population.

The data collected on the second

questionnaire were tabulated and calculated into percentages based
on the total number of media specialists responding to the questions.

Summary

This study was designed to determine differences in percep
tions of students and media specialists regarding student access
to school library media center resources.

It was designed to

determine a relationship between media specialists' perceptions and
their educational backgrounds and experiences.

This study also

gathered data on existing school library media center resources and
practices in order to establish a reality base for the findings.
The study utilized two instruments for the data collection.
The population was identified by the previous Miller (1974) study
from which student data were incorporated for the final analysis
in this study.
A pre-test of the questionnaires was completed in January,

1975.

The collection of the data was accomplished through on-site
visits during February, March,

and April,

1975.

The data were statistically analyzed by using chi square tests
on the responses of students (1974) and media specialists (1975)
on the first questionnaire and media specialists' responses to part
of the second questionnaire.

The data on the second questionnaire
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were collated and percentages calculated based on total group.
All chi square tests were evaluated in terms of a probability of
.05 or greater to establish statistical significance.
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CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS OF THE FINDINGS

Introduction

The present study was designed to 1) determine media special
ists' views of student access to their school library media center
resources in secondary schools of southwestern Michigan accredited
by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools;

2) compare

the media specialists' views with the views of high school seniors'
as determined by Miller (1974) in her study, "Student Access to
School Library Resources as Viewed by High School Seniors in South
western Michigan Schools Accredited by the North Central Association
of Colleges and Schools";

3) determine if a relationship existed in

the way media specialists viewed student access to school library
media center resources and their educational background and experi
ences; 4) to collect related information on the existing population,
resources and policies governing access to those resources in the
school library media centers.

Hypothesis I

Miller's (1974) data, gathered from 649 High school seniors
were compared with the data gathered from 25 media specialists to
test the hypothesis:
1)

There is no significant difference between students'
perceptions of their accessibility to school library

23
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media center resources and media specialists' views
of student access to resources.
A questionnaire comprised of questions identical to those
used by Miller (1974)

to gather responses from 649 high school

seniors in twenty-five secondary schools in southwestern Michigan
was administered to the twenty-five media specialists from the same
schools.

The media specialists'

responses were compared with

Miller's (1974) student data and analyzed for significant differ
ences at the .05 level or greater using the Chi Square Test of
Significance.
The results of the analysis concerning the differences in the
way the media specialists and the students from Miller's (1974) data
responded to each of the fifty-two items in the questionnaire
showed a significant difference greater than .05 existed in twentyseven of the fifty-two items.
discussed here,

Since only significant findings are

the total findings are summarized in Appendix C.

The twenty-seven items found significant at the .05 level or
greater were grouped under three broad categories:

print materials,

audiovisual materials and equipment,

The results are

and services.

as follows:
Print Collections and Services
Audiovisual Material Collections
and Services
Other Services

Tables

1 -

4

Tables 5 - 1 6
Tables 17 - 29
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Print Collections and Services

Three items related to print materials and services were found
to be significant at the .05 level or greater.
Presented in Table 1 are the results of the analysis concerning
the difference in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and
the media specialists responded to the question,

"Are students able

to obtain books in the school library media center that they want
for recreational reading?"

Table 1.

(Item 6, Appendix C)

Chi square analysis of the students.’ responses from
M i l l e r ’s (1974) survey and the media specialists’
responses to the question, "Are students able to
obtain books that they want for recreational reading?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should
be more
No
Do not know
No response

10 (40%)

466 (72%)

476

14 (56%)
1 ( 4%)

155 (24%)
11 ( 2%)
15 ( 2%)
2

169
12
15
2

Totals

25
X2 = 14.724

649
df = 4

674
P » .005

According to the findings presented in Table 1, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way the students
on the Miller (1974) survey responded to the question and the way
the media specialists responded to the question.

The percentage

data indicated that the differences were in the responses "Yes" and
"Yes, but there should be more . . . ."

When the percentages were
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combined in these two categories, 96 per cent of the media special
ists and students were in agreement.

Fifty-six per cent of the

media specialists indicated that more books are needed to support
the recreational reading demands of students.
In Table 2 the quantitative data collected on available print
collections are presented.

Table 2.

Print collections
High

Low

Mean

Median

22,000

6,000

11,765.7

10,018

180

44

102.3

100

Newspapers

13

3

6

5

Paperbacks

12,000

150

1,185

550

2,018

150

Books
Magazines

Reference

732.3

547

Although questions were directed toward books, magazines,
newspapers,

reference books, and paperbacks, only the quantities of

book materials resulted in a significant difference occurring in
the way students and media specialists responded to the question.
When the responses were analyzed,

the percentage data indicated the

difference occurs only in degree of "Yes" responses.
In Tables 3 and 4 the results of the analyses concerning the
circulation of materials from special collections are presented.
Table 3 presents the results of the analysis concerning the
difference in the w ay students on the Miller (1974) survey and media
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specialists responded to the question,

"Can students check out

reference books such as encyclopedias,

dictionaries, and almanacs

for use outside the school library media center?"

(Item 30,

Appendix C)

Table 3.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Can students check out
reference books such as encyclopedias, dictionaries,
and almanacs for use outside the school library media
center?"
Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses
Yes
No
Do not know

24 (96%)
1 ( 4%)

Totals

25
X 2 » 16.511

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

357 (55%)
191 (29%)
101 (x6%)

381
192
101

649

674

df = 2

P = .000

According to the findings presented in Table 3, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way students on
the Miller

(1974)

question.

The percentage data indicated that 96 per cent of the

survey and the media specialists responded to the

centers allow reference material to circulate,

although twenty-nine

per cent of the students indicated they did not believe this to be
true.

The media specialists indicated on the second questionnaire

the circulation of reference materials was limited to overnight or
with special permission (see Appendix D, Item 59).
Table 4 presents the results of the analysis concerning the
differences in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and
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media specialists responded to the question, "Are students able to
obtain materials m uch in demand from a convenient reserve shelf or
section in the school library media center?"

Table 4.

(Item 14, Appendix C)

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are students able to
obtain materials much in demand from a convenient
reserve shelf or section in the school library media
center?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

Yes
Yes but not often
enough
No
Do not know

15 (60%)

204 (31%)

219

7 (28%)
3 (12%)

165 (25%)
94 (15%)
186 (29%)

172
97
186

Totals

25
X2 = 13.377

674

649
df = 3

P = .003

According to the findings presented in Table 4, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way students on
the Miller (1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the
question.

The percentage data indicated that 60 per cent of the

media specialists believed materials to be available from the
reserve shelf while only 31 per cent of the students indicated
they believed reserve materials were available.
When media specialists were asked on the second questionnaire:
"Is there a reserve shelf for student use?" (Item 53), they
responded 100 per cent yes.

When they were asked:

"How do students

find out about the existence of a reserve shelf?" (Item 56), the
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media specialists indicated that students find out through their
teachers or by asking the media staff.

Audiovisual Material Collections and Services

Eleven items relating to audiovisual materials and equipment
were found to be significant at .05 or greater.

Some of these items

are closely related and are dealt with together.
Tables 5, 6, and 7 present the results of the analyses con
cerning the differences in the way students on the Miller (1974)
survey and the media specialists responded to the questions,
students able to obtain recordings (disc, tape,

"Are

etc.) in the school

library media center that they need for class work?" (Item 4,
Appendix C ) ; "Are students able to obtain filmstrips, slides,

and

other visual media in the school library media center that they
need for class work?"

(Item 5, Appendix C); "Are students able to

obtain audiovisual materials such as filmstrips and recordings in
the school library media center that they want for recreational
use?" (Item 8, Appendix C)
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Table 5.

Chi square analysis of the students1 responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
'responses to the question, "Are students able to obtain
recordings (disc, tape, etc.) in the school library
media center that they need for class work?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should
be more recordings
No
Do not know
No response

5 (20%)

237 (37%)

242

17 (68%)
3 (12%)

124 (19%)
108 (17%)
178 (27%)
2

141
111
178
2

Totals

25
X 2 - 36.587

Table 6.

649
df = 4

674
P = .000

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are students able to obtain
filmstrips, slides, and other visual media in the
school media center that they need for class work?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should
be more visual media
No
Do not know
No response

8 (32%)

300 (46%)

308

13 (52%)
4 (16%)

127 (20%)
70 (11%)
149 (23%)
3

140
74
149
3

Totals

25
X 2 = 19.707

674

649
df = 5

P = .001
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Table 7.

Chi square analysis of the students1 responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are students able to obtain
audiovisual materials such as filmstrips and recordings
in the school library media center that they want for
recreational use?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses
Yes
Yes but there should
be more audiovisual
materials for
recreational use
No
Do not know
Totals

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

4 (16%)

145 (22%)

149

11 (44%)
10 (40%)

81 (12%)
199 (31%)
224 (35%)

92
209
224

25
X 2 = 27.264

649
df = 3

674
P = .000

According to the findings presented in Tables 5, 6, and 7,
significant differences greater than .01 level existed in the way
students on the Miller

(1974) survey and the media specialists

responded to the questions.

The percentage data indicated that

media specialists were more willing to allow audiovisual materials
to be used for class work than for recreational uses.

Media

specialists were less content with the availability of materials
than were students.

Media specialists indicated that for class use

more filmstrips were available than recordings but that both
collections were weak.
In Table 8 the quantitative data collected on the second
questionnaire about audiovisual material collections are presented.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

32
Table 8.

Audiovisual material collections

High

Low

Mean

Median

Recordings

820

65

362

398

Filmstrips

2,100

10

666

520

Slides or other
visual media

4,015

0

608.3

224

95

0

10.9

8

Microfilm

Examination of the quantitative data collected on the second
questionnaire indicated the average collection for the twenty-five
schools surveyed was 362 recordings and 666 filmstrips while the
average number of students being served by the collections was
1,176.3 students (see Appendix D, Item 30 and Item 34).

The ranges

between these averages was from 65 to 820 for recordings and 10 to
2,100 for filmstrips (see Appendix D, Item 30 and Item 34).

Media

specialists indicated that even though the collections were mainly
housed in the special access areas of the library,

there was con

trolled usage, in some case for teachers' use only (see Appendix D,
Items 31-32;

35-36;

39-40).

Outside of the card catalog no attempt

was made by any media specialists to let students know what audio
visual materials were available or how students could use them (see
Appendix D, Item 33 and Item 39).
Presented in Tables 9, 10, and 11 are the results of the
analyses concerning the differences in the way students on the Miller
(1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the questions,
"Are students able to obtain audiovisual equipment (such as tape
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recorders,

filmstrip projectors, etc.) in the school library media

center for class work?"

(Item 9, Appendix C ) ; "Are students able to

obtain audiovisual equipment in the school library media center for
recreational materials?"

(Item 10, Appendix C ) ; and "Is audiovisual

equipment stored in your school library media center in such a way
that students can locate it easily?" (Item 36, Appendix C)

Table 9.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are students able to obtain
audiovisual equipment (such as tape recorders, film
strip projectors, etc.) in the school library media
center for class work?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should
be more equipment
No
Do not know
No response

13 (52%)

348 (54%)

361

9 (36%)
3 (12%)

79 (12%)
88 (14%)
133 (20%)
1

88
91
133
1

Totals

25
X 2 = 15.685

649
df = 4

674
P = .003
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Table 10.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are students able to obtain
audiovisual equipment in the school library media
center for recreational materials?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should
be more equipment
No
Do not know
No response

10 (40%)

121 (19%)

131

3 (12%)
12 (48%)

48 ( 7%)
: -.6 (33%)
262 (41%)
2

51
228
262
2

Totals

25

x2 =

Table 11.

18.034

649

674
P = .001

df = 4

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Is audiovisual equipment
stored in your school library media center in such a
way that students can locate it easily?"
Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses
Yes
No
Do not know
No response

12 (48%)
13 (52%)

x2 =

13.567

Total
Responses

250 (39%)
183 (28%)
215 (33%)
1

25

Totals

Students
(Miller, 1974)

262
196
215
1

649
df = 3

674
P = .003

According to the findings presented in Tables 9, 10, and 11,
significant differences greater than .01 level existed in the way
students on the Miller (1974) survey and the media specialists
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responded to the questions. The percentage data in Tables

9, 10,

and 11 Indicated that 52 per cent of the media specialists

believed

that equipment was available to students for class work, while 40
per cent said it was available for recreational materials and 48 per
cent indicated it was stored where it was easily accessible to
students.

The percentage data indicated that media specialists

believed that the use of equipment by students was determined by
the end purpose,
Examination

i.e., class work or recreational material.
of the data from the second questionnaire

media specialists were asked,
this equipment?"

where

"What are the circulation policies for

(Item 44, Appendix D ) , showed restrictions on where

equipment could be used and how equipment could be obtained.
When media specialists were asked:

"How do students find out

about the availability of this equipment?" they indicated students
must ask either teachers or media specialists.

When asked about

location of equipment (Item 43, Appendix D ) , the media specialists
indicated the materials were in special storage areas not accessible
to the average student without special permission.
The data indicated that media specialists provided equipment
for class work, but not necessarily for recreational use.

The data

showed also that equipment was stored in such a way that students
do not know what is available unless they ask.
Media specialists'

responses to the second questionnaire showed

that access to equipment and its use is controlled by the media
specialists through control of student knowledge.
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In Table 12 the results of the analysis concerning the differ
ence in the w ay students on the Miller (1974) survey and the media
specialists responded to the question, "Are materials available on
microfilm in the school library media center?" (Item 11, Appendix C)
are presented.

Table 12.

Chi square analysis of the
Miller's (1974) survey and
responses to the question,
on microfilm in the school

students' responses from
the media specialists'
"Are materials available
library media center?"

M edia Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Yes
Yes but there should
be more microfilm
No
Do not know
No response
Totals

Total
Responses

8 (32%)

.126 (20%)

134

9 (36%)
8 (32%)

34 ( 5%)
161 (25%)
322 (50%)
6

43
169
322
6

25
X2 = 50.754

Students
(Miller, 1974)

649
df = 6

674
P = .000

According to the findings presented in Table 12, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way students on
the Miller (1974)

survey and the media specialists responded to the

question.
Analysis of the percentage data indicated that microfilm was
not available in 32 per cent of the school library media centers.
The lack of sufficient collections of materials would account for
the high percentage of students who did not know whether such
material was available (see Tabic 8).
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Responses by media specialists on the second questionnaire
concerning size and content of the microfilm collection, Table 8,
showed a consistent development of microfilm collections in relation
to size of school.

The collections that were available, however,

are small and inadequate to support services to students.

Media

specialists, when asked about location and use of microfilm
(Items 47-48, Appendix D ) , responded that microfilm was stored in
main access areas and was accessible for use in the center.
Tables 13 and 14 present the results of the analyses concerning
the difference in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and
the media specialists responded to the questions, "Are videotape
recorded materials available in the school library media canter?"
(Item 15, Appendix C) and "If the answer to the previous question
is 'yes' may individual students use them?" (Item 16, Appendix C)

Table 13.

Chi square analysis of students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are videotape recorded
materials available in the school library media
center?"

Responses

Yes
Yes but there should
be more videotaped
materials
No
Do not know
No response

Media Specialists
(1975)

X2 “ 28.315

Total
Responses

7 (28%)

203 (31%)

210

5 (20%)
13 (52%)

68 (11%)
111 (17%)
264 (41%)
3

73
124
264
3

25

Totals

Students
(Miller, 1974)

649
df - 4

674
P » .000
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Table 14.

Chi square analysis of students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "If the answer to the
previous question is 'yes' may individual students
use them?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
No
Do not know
No response

11 (44%)

Totals

25

6 (24%)
8 (32%)

X 2 = 113.944

Students
(Miller, 1974)

97
78
115
359

Total
Responses

103
86
115
370

(15%)
(12%)
(18%)
(55%)

649
df » 4

674
P = .000

According to the findings presented in Tables 13 and 14, a
significant difference greater than .01 level existed in the way
students on the Miller

(1974) survey and the media specialists

responded to the questions.
Analysis of the percentage data in Table 13 indicated that
videotaped materials were not. available in 52 per cent of the
schools.
Analysis of the data in Table 14 indicated that, of centers
having videotaped material available, only 24 per cent of those
centers permitted student access to the material.
Examination of the data from the second questionnaire showed
that the videotaped material that did exist in media centers was
available to students through permission obtained from their
teachers (Item 62, Appendix D ) .

Media specialists maintained circu

lation control of videotaped materials which were stored in special
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areas of the school library media center or in the building (Item 61,
Appendix D ) .
In Table 15 the results of the analysis concerning the differ
ence in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and the media
specialists responded to the question, "Are students in your school
able to produce materials such as transparencies,

slides,

film

strips, posters, etc. in the school library media center?" (Item 18,
Appendix C ) , are presented.

Table 15.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are students in your
school able to produce materials such as transparencies,
slides, filmstrips, posters, etc. in the school
library media center?"

Responses

Yes
Yes but there should
be more production
facilities
No
Do not know
Totals

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

5 (20%)

133 (20%)

138

6 (24%)
14 (56%)

87 (14%)
215 (33%)
214 (33%)

93
229
214

25

649

674

According to the findings presented in Table 15, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the w ay students on the
Miller

(1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the

question.
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The percentage data indicated that 56 per cent of the schools
did not have production facilities available to students.
Examination of the data collected on the second questionnaire
indicated use of production facilities, when available, was limited
to those students having specific training or those students having
permission from a teacher or the media specialist

(Item 73,

Appendix D ) .
In Table 16 the results of the analysis concerning the differ
ence in the way students on the Miller

(1974) survey and the media

specialists responded to the question,

"Can students check out

audiovisual materials from the school library media center to take
home?"

(Item 31, Appendix C), are presented.

Table 16.

Chi square analysis of the
Miller's (1974) survey and
responses to the question,
audiovisual materials from
center to take home?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
No
Do not know
No response

18 (72%)
7 (28%)

Totals

25
X 2 = 94.422

students' responses from
the media specialists'
"Can students check out
the school library media

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

60 ( 9%)
329 (51%)
258 (40%)
2

78
336
258
2
674

649
df = 4

P = .000

According to the findings presented in Table 16, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way students on
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the Miller (1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the
question.

The percentage date indicated that 72 per cent of the

media centers circulated audiovisual materials while only 9 per cent
of the students felt that those materials circulated.
When media specialists were asked about circulation policies
on audiovisual materials on the second questionnaire,

they indicated

that most audiovisual materials circulated overnight or for short
periods of time, often with special permission through teachers or
through media specialists (Items 32, 36, 40, Appendix D ) .

Other Services

Thirteen items relating to other services were found to be '
significant at the .05 level or greater.

The results of the analyses

are presented in Tables 17, 18, 19, and 20 concerning the differ
ences in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and the media
specialists responded to the questions relating to access to the
center itself, which were:

"Is the school library media center

open to serve students at least 30 minutes before school begins?"
(Item 24, Appendix C ) , "Is the school library media center open to
serve students at least 30 minutes after school closes for the
day?" (Item 26, Appendix C ) , "Is the school library media center
open to serve students during summer vacations?" (Item 29,
Appendix C ) , and "Do most students have a study hall period during
the school day when they can use the school library media center?"
(Item 40, Appendix C)
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Table 17.

Chi square analysis of the students’ responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Is tha school library media
center open to serve students at least 30 minutes
before school begins?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Yes
No
Do not know
No response

20 (80%)
5 (20%)

Totals

25
X 2 = 31.048'

Table 18.

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

188 (29%)
216 (33%)
243 (38%)
2

208
221
243
2

649

674
P “ .000

df = 3

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Is the school library
media center open to serve students at least 30
minutes after school closes for the day?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
No
Do not know
No response

23 (92%)
2 ( 8%)

Totals

25
X 2 = 17.901

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses
346
106
220
2

323 (50%)
104 (16%)
220 (34%)
2
649
df = 3

674
P = .000
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Table 19.

Chi square analysis of the
Miller's (1974) survey and
responses to the question,
media center open to serve
vacation?"

students' responses from
the media specialists'
"Is the school library
students during summer

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Yes
No
Do not know

2 ( 8%)
23 (92%)

Totals

25

Students
(Miller, 1974)

38
476
160

36 ( 5%)
453 (70%)
160 (25%)
649
df = 2

X2 = 8.100

Total
Responses

According to the findings presented in

674
P = .017

Tables 17, 18, and 19,

a significant difference at the .01 level or greater existed in the
way students on the Miller

(1974) survey and the media specialists

responded to the questions.
The percentage data indicated that 80 per cent of the centers
were open in the morning and 92 per cent of them were open at the
end of the school day, but that over 30 per cent of the students
did not know it.

Regarding summer vacation— nearly 25 per cent of

the students did not know that 92 per cent of the centers were closed.
The findings in Table 20 (see below) show a significant differ
ence at the .05 level existed in the way students on the Miller
(1974) survey and media specialists responded to the question
regarding study halls

(Item 40, Appendix C ) .

Media specialists indicated in Table 20 that 44 per cent of
the school library media centers provided student access through
study halls although students indicated higher access.
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Table 20.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Do most students have a
study hall period during the school day when they
can use the school library media center?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Yes
No
Do not know
No response

11 (44%)
14 (56%)

Totals

25

X 2 = 7.766

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

408 (63%)
200 (31%)
40 ( 6%)
1

419
214
40
1

649
df = 3

674

p = .051

Media specialists indicated on the second questionnaire that
study halls as such were limited to a small percentage of the
students; however, pass systems were used to allow student access
through classes (Item 87, Item 91, Appendix D ) .
In Table 21 the results of the analysis concerning the differ
ence in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and the media
specialists responded to the question, "Can students check out
materials from the school library media center for use over vacation
periods?" (Item 32, Appendix C ) , are presented.
According to the findings presented in Table 21, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way students on
the Miller

(1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the

question.

The percentage data indicated that 84 per cent of the

media centers did circulate materials over vacation periods, although
only 51 per cent of the students knew this fact.
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Table 21.

Chi square analysis of the students1 responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Can students check out
materials from the school library media center for
use over vacation periods?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
No
Do not know
No response

21 (84%)
4 (16%)

Totals

25
X 2 = 11.935

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

329 (51%)
167 (26%)
152 (23%)
1

350
171
152
1

649
df = 3

674
p = .007

Presented in Tables 22 and 23 are the results of the analyses
concerning the differences in the way students on the Miller (1974)
survey and the media specialists responded to the questions,

"Are

students encouraged to go to the school library media center when
ever they have need to do so for class work?" (Item 42, Appendix C)
and "Are students encouraged to go to the school library media
center whenever they have need to do so for recreational purposes?"
(Item 43, Appendix C ) .
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Table 22.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are students encouraged
to go to the school library media center whenever
they have need to do so for class work?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Yes
Yes but need more
encouragement
No
Do not know
No response

21 (84%)

343 (53%)

3 (12%)
1 ( 4%)

168 (26%)
114 (18%)
23 ( 3%)
1

Totals

25
X

2=

364
'

171
115
23
1
674

649
P = .046

df = 4

9.675

Total
Responses

According to the findings presented in Table 22, a significant
difference greater than .01 existed in the way students on the Miller
(1974) survey and media specialists responded to the question.

Table 23.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are students encouraged
to go to the school library media center whenever
they have need to do so for recreational purposes?"
M edia Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

Yes
Yes but need more
encouragement
No
Do not know
No response

19 (76%)

162 (25%)

181

4 (16%)
2 ( 8%)

137 (21%)
259 (40%)
88 (14%)
3

141
261
88
3

Totals

25
X

2=

33.486

674

649
df = 5

P = .000
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According to the findings presented in Table 23, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way students in
the Miller

(1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the

question.

The percentage data from Tables 22 and 23 present another

indication of the media specialists*

differentiation between

students' use of resources for class work and recreation.
In Table 22 it was indicated that 84 per cent of the media
specialists encouraged student use of the library for class work.
In Table 23 it was indicated that 76 per cent of the media special
ists encouraged student use of the library for recreational pur
poses.

This differentiation by media specialists is reflected in

the students' responses to the questions.

The students' reactions

to the discrimination between recreational and class use is
reflected in a higher negative response for recreational use than
media specialists.
The results of the analyses of those questions found significant
at the .01 level or greater that relate to human services normally
provided in the school library media center are presented in
Tables 24, 25, and 26.
In Table 24 the results of the analysis concerning the differ
ence in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and the media
specialists responded to the question,

"Do librarians or some other

adult staff teach students how to use audiovisual equipment?"
(Item 22, Appendix C), are presented.
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Table 24.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Do librarians or some
other adult staff teach students how to use audio
visual equipment?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Yes
No
Do not know

21 (84%)
4 (16%)

Totals

25
X 2 = 14.649

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

325
171
178

304 (47%)
167 (26%)
178 (27%)
649

674
P = .000

df = 2

According to the findings presented in Table 24, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way students on
the Miller (1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the
question.

The percentage data indicated that 84 per cent of the

media specialists and 47 per cent of the students believed that
students were taught how to use audiovisual equipment.
In Table 25 the results of the analysis concerning the
difference in the way students on the Miller (1974)
media specialists responded to the question,

survey and the

"Are librarians

available and willing to recommend materials to students for
recreational use?" (Item 23, Appendix C) , are presented.
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Table 25.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Are librarians available
and willing to recommend materials to students for
recreational use?"

Media Specialists
(1975

Responses

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Total
Responses

Yes
Yes but their time
is limited
No
Do not know
No response

18 (72%)

293 (45%)

311

7 (28%)

132 (20%)
97 (15%)
126 (20%)
1

139
97
126
' 1

Totals

25
X 2 = 13.076

649
df = 4

674
P = .010

According to the findings presented in Table 25, a significant
difference at the .01 level existed in the way media specialists
responded to the question and the way students responded to the
question.

Seventy-two per cent of the media specialists and 45 per

cent of the students believed that media specialists were available
and w illing to recommend materials for recreational use.
In Table 26 the results of the analysis concerning the differ
ence in the way students on the Miller

(1974) survey and media

specialists responded to the question,

"If students have needs for

material from other libraries or materials centers, will librarians
borrow it for them?" (Item 39, Appendix C ) , are presented.
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Table 26.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "If students have needs
for material from other libraries or materials
centers, will librarians borrow it for them?"

Media Specialists
(1975)

Responses

Yes librarians will
borrow any materials
needed
Yes but this service
should be expanded
No
Do not know

Total
Responses

17 (68%)

71 (11%)

88

6 (24%)
2 ( 8%)

77 (12%)
121 (19%)
380 (58%)

83
123
380

25

Totals

Students
(Miller, 1974)

649

X2 = 79.041

df = 3

674
P = ,000

According to the findings presented in Table 26, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed between the way students
on the Miller (1974) survey and the media specialists responded to
the question.

The percentage data indicated that 92 per cent of

the media specialists indicated this service was available while
58 per cent of the students did not know.
When media specialists were asked:
loan services for students?"

"Do you have inter-library

(Item 83, Appendix D), media specialists

indicated that 60 per cent of the centers did provide this service.
W hen media specialists were asked:

"How do students find out about

this service?" (Item 85, Appendix D ) , media specialists indicated
that an individual student would be informed by the media staff as
needed.

When media specialists were asked about policies for this
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service (Item 84, Appendix D), the media specialists indicated
students must

that

initiate the request.

The combined data w ould indicate that media specialists control
student access to special services such as inter-libray loan by
controlling student knowledge of the availability of the service
w hen it is available.
The results of the analyses of those questions found significant
at the .01 level or greater that relate to teacher use of the school
library media
In Table

center are presented in Tables 27, 28, and 29.
.27 the results of the analysis

concerning the differ

ence in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and media
specialists responded to the question,

"Do teachers notify the

librarians of subjects being studied in class?" (Item 47, Appendix C) ,
are presented.

Table 27.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Do.teachers notify the
librarians of subjects being studied in class?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Yes many do
Yes but more should
No
Do not know

8 (32%)
16 (64%)
1 ( 4%)

268 (42%)
138 (21%)

Totals

25

649

X2 = 27.492

Total
Responses
276
154
67
177

66 (10%)
177 (27%)

df = 3

674
p - .000
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According to the findings presented in Table 27, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the way students on
the Miller

(1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the

question.

The percentage data indicated that 32 per cent of the

media specialists felt teachers did let them know what subject matter
was being taught in class, while 64 per cent felt that more should
do so.
In Table 28 the results of the analysis concerning the differ
ence in the way students on the Miller (1974) survey and the media
specialists responded to the question,

"Do teachers discuss and

recommend materials in the school library media center for students
to use for recreational purposes?" (Item 52, Appendix C), are
presented.

Table 28.

Chi square analysis of the students',responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Do teachers discuss and
recommend materials in the school library media center
for students to use for recreational purposes?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes many do
Yes but more could
No
Do not know
No response

5
17
2
1

Totals

25
X2 = 20.445

(20%)
(68%)
( 8%)
( 4%)

Students
(Miller, 1974)
101
190
254
100
4

(16%)
(29%)
(39%)
(15%)

Total
Responses
106
207
256
• 101
4

649
df = 4

674
P = .000
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According to the findings presented in Table 28, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the w ay students on
the Miller (1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the
question.

The percentage data indicated that 88 per cent of the

media specialists and only 45 per cent of the students felt teachers
recommended material for recreational use to any degree.

More

students than media specialists indicated that teachers failed to
do so.
In Table 29 the results of the analysis concerning the differ
ence in the way students on the Miller (1974)
specialists responded to the question,

survey and the media

"Do teachers use films in

the classroom which they secure from other libraries or materials
centers outside the school building?" (Item 38, Appendix C ) , are
presented.

Table 29.

Chi square analysis of the students' responses from
Miller's (1974) survey and the media specialists'
responses to the question, "Do teachers use films in
the classroom which they secure from other libraries
or materials centers outside the school building?"

Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(Miller, 1974)

Yes
No
Do not know

25 (100%)

489 (75%)
38 ( 6%)
122 (19%)

Totals

25

649

X 2 = 8.082

df a 2

Total
Responses
514
38
122
674

P = .017
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According to the findings presented in Table 29, a significant
difference greater than .01 level existed in the w ay students on
the Miller (1974) survey and the media specialists responded to the
question.

The percentage data indicated that media specialists

believed that teachers did go beyond the building center for
classroom materials.

Students were not so ready to believe this

to be so.

Hypothesis II

The media specialists'

responses to the first questionnaire

were compared with their responses to questions 12-16 on the second
questionnaire in order to test the hypothesis:
2)

There is a relationship between educational background
and experience of the media specialist and the way
he/she views student access to school library media
center resources.

The twenty-five media specialists who completed the second
questionnaire were grouped according to their backgrounds and
experiences.

The Chi Square Test of Significance was used to

analyze the media specialists' responses on the first questionnaire
according to 1) years in education, 2) years as a school library
m edia specialist,

3) years of classroom teaching experience, 4) type

of degree and/or certification held, 5) length of time degree
and/or certification was held while working in schools, 6) the
institution granting degree and/or certification, and 7) the
additional professional education and/or inservice since degree
and/or certification was received.
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No significant differences at .05 level or greater existed in
the way media specialists viewed student access to school library
media center resources and their educational backgrounds and
experiences as described in the seven categories

(see Appendix E ) .

The second questionnaire also collected data on the availability
of resources in order to answer the question:
Do the views of the students and media specialists
relate to what actually existed in the school library
media center?
The second questionnaire was designed to determine quantities
of the resources and explore policies and procedures controlling
those resources.
The data collected on the second questionnaire were presented
as

they related to those items found significant

or

greater (see Appendix D for total findings).

at the .05 level

Summary

In support of Hypothesis I, this chapter presented an analysis
of the data regarding student responses on the Miller (1974) survey
and the media specialists’ responses to twenty-seven items on the
first questionnaire which were significant at the .05 level or
greater.

The findings were grouped according to the headings:

Print Material Collections and Services; Audiovisual Material
Collections and Services; Other Services.
Three items found significant at the .05 level or greater were
presented under Print Collections and Services.

According to the

findings students and media specialists were satisfied with the print
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collections.

The differences indicated by the data were that media

specialists were more aware of a need for larger collections.
According to the findings, media specialists did not attempt to
provide sufficient knowledge to students on the existence of special
collections and how those collections could be used.
Eleven items found significant at the .05 level or greater were
presented under Audiovisual Material Collections and Services.

The

evidence indicated that media specialists felt students were able
to obtain materials that they needed for class work and recreational
uses; however,

the data indicated that access for recreational uses

was controlled.

Circulation of audiovisual material was limited

by the media specialists by not providing adequate knowledge of
policies and availability of materials.

Media specialists indicated

that a differentiation was made according to student use of materials,
i.e., recreational or class use, and access of equipment was
restricted through storage and circulation policies.

Use of micro

film and videotaped materials was limited by weak collections as
well as circulation controls.

The media specialists' attempts to

let students know about what audiovisual material and equipment
was available were through verbal information passed on by the
teacher, or media specialists.
late to students,

Although these materials did circu

the circulation occurred through special per

mission given by teachers or library staff.
Thirteen items found significant at the .05 level or greater
were presented under Other Services.

The evidence indicated that
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services such as instruction in the use of equipment, assistance in
selecting or borrowing materials, especially recreational materials,
was available to the students although students did not believe
this as strongly as did the media specialists.

Services pertaining

to cooperation between teachers and the school library media center
were believed to be much greater by media specialists than by
students.

Evidence of services pertaining to the school day indi

cated that although the school library media center was open before
and after school and not open during vacations students did not
know it, nor were circulation policies for vacations known by the
students.
Encouragement of students to use the school library media
center for class work and recreational purposes again showed
discrimination on the part of media specialists in providing access.
Belief that instruction in the use of audiovisual equipment, will
ingness to recommend materials for recreational use, and willingness
on the part of librarians to borrow other centers' materials for
students was much higher among media specialists than among students.
In general, media specialists were much more positive about student
access to resources than were students.
Concerning Hypothesis II, no evidence significant at the .05
level or greater was found to indicate that the media specialists’
educational backgrounds and experiences made any difference in the
way they responded on the instruments (see Appendix E ) .
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions

The hypothesis that there is significant difference between
student perceptions of the accessibility of resources to them and
media specialists1 views of student access to resources was sup
ported on twenty-seven, or 51.9 per cent, of the total number of
individual items analyzed on the first questionnaire.

It can be

concluded that there is a significant difference between student
perceptions of the accessibility of resources to them and media
specialists' perceptions of student access to resources.

The data

support the following conclusions.
1.

Book materials to meet the recreational reading demands
of students are believed to be less adequate by media
specialists than by students.

2.

Circulation policies on reference materials are believed
to be more flexible by media specialists than by students.

3.

Student access to a special reserve shelf is believed to
be greater by media specialists than by students.

4.

Recordings (disc, tape, etc.) needed by students for
class work are believed to be more accessible to students
by media specialists than by students.

5.

Filmstrips, slides and other visual media needed by
students for class work are believed to be more accessible
to students by media specialists than by students.

6.

Audiovisual materials such as filmstrips and recordings
wanted by students for recreational use are believed to
be more accessible to students by media specialists than
by students.
58
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7.

Audiovisual materials such as filmstrips and recordings
are more accessible to students for class wor k than for
recreational use.

8.

Student access to audiovisual equipment for class work is
believed to be greater by media specialists than by
students.

9.

Student access to audiovisual equipment for recreational
use is believed to be greater by media specialists than
by students.

10.

Student access to audiovisual equipment is greater for
class work than for recreational use.

11.

Storage of audiovisual equipment for students is believed
to be more convenient to students by media specialists
than by students.

12.

Student knowledge of the existence of microfilm and
videotaped materials is believed to be greater by media
specialists than by students.

13.

Student access to videotaped material is believed to be
greater by media specialists than by students in centers
where such materials exist.

14.

Student access to production equipment is believed to be
greater by media specialists than by students.

15.

Student access to audiovisual materials is believed to
be much greater by media specialists than by students.

16.

Student knowledge of their access to the school library
media center is believed to be greater by media specialists
than by students.

17.

Knowledge of students' free time during the school day
when they can use the school library media center is more
known to students than to media specialsits.

18.

Circulation policies on materials during vacation times
are more known to media specialists than to students.

19.

Encouragement for students to use the school library
media center is believed to be greater for class work
than for recreational purposes by both media specialists
and students.
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20.

Encouragement for students to use the school library
media center for class work is believed to be more
available to students by media specialists than by
students.

21.

Encouragement for students to use the school library
media center for recreational purposes is believed to
be more available to students by media specialists than
by students.

22.

Student instruction in the use of audiovisual equipment
is believed to be more available for students by media
specialists than by students.

23.

The belief that librarians are available and willing to
recommend materials to students for recreational use is
greater for media specialists than for students.

24.

The belief that librarians are willing to borrow materials
for students from other centers is greater for media
specialists than for students.

25.

Teacher notification of librarians on subjects being
studied in classes is believed to happen more often
by media specialists than by students.

26.

Teachers' discussion and recommendation of materials in
the school library media center for student use of
recreational materials is believed to happen more often
by media specialists than by students.

27.

Teachers' use of films obtained from other libraries or
materials centers is believed to happen more often by
media specialists than by students.

The hypothesis that there is a relationship between educational
background and experience of the media specialist and the way he/she
views student access to school library media center resources was
not supported when analyzed by any of the following seven factors:
1) years in education, 2) years as a school library media specialist,
3)

years of classroom teaching experience, 4) type of degree and/or

certification held, 5) length of time degree and/or certification
was held while working in schools,

6) the institution granting degree
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and/or certification,

and 7) the additional professional education

and/or inservice since degree and/or certification was received.
It can be concluded that the media specialist's educational back
ground and experience do not necessarily influence the way he/she
views student access to school library media center resources.
In order to answer the question about the relationship of the
views of the students and media specialists and what actually exists
in the school library media center,

the second questionnaire

consisting of ninety-seven items was administered to the media
specialists.

This second questionnaire was designed to provide:

1.

Information on each media specialist's educational
background and experience in the school library media
and education fields, used to test hypothesis II.

2.

Quantitative data on the school population, media center
staffing, media center resources, used to support the
question stated above.

3.

Information on outside resources, teacher use of media
center resources, the media specialist's relationship
to the total curriculum and specific policies and public
relations services to the school population, used to
explore responses to the first questionnaire.

See Appendix D for total responses to items on the second question
naire.

The findings on the second questionnaire were utilized in

relation to those items found to be significant at the .05 level or
greater when the students' responses on the Miller (1974)
the media specialists'

survey and

responses to the first questionnaire were

analyzed using the Chi Square Test of Significance.
To answer the question stated above,

it is probable the views

of the media specialists and students do relate to what actually
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exists in the school library media center.

There is, however, a

greater degree of knowledge of the collections, policies, and
access available

to media specialists than to students,

groups reflect views of what actually

but both

exists.

Implications

This study has attempted to provide empirical data related to
and concerning the significance of hypothesized differences in
perceptions held by students and media specialists about student
access to school

library media center resources.

differences were

found to exist which supported hypothesis I, it is

Since

significant

felt that the results of this investigation have important impli
cations for current and future school library media center service
programs in education.
A major task for school library media center directors and staff
in the future will be to find ways of improving and evaluating the
communication process between school library media center users and
those who administer that center.

The key to improved communication

could lie in the willingness to let the user decide the validity of
his/her informational needs and to support those needs with adequate
knowledge of the many options available with fewer restrictions to
use.
The results of this study have implications for those who are
establishing policies and procedures governing the use of school
library media center resources.

School library media personnel must

perceive the consequences of under-staffing, poor collections,
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limited space and restrictive policies on access to resources.

They

must also acknowledge that access and acquisition are of no conse
quence if awareness on the part of the user is non-existent.

Gaver

(1971) cautioned correctly "that accessibility of services can be
attained only by an awareness of a school's requirements and needs"
(p. 67).

That awareness can be accomplished by placing in each

user a true knowledge of what is available, how to use what is
available, and a strong commitment on the part of those in charge
to publicize in many forms this knowledge.

Recommendations

Recommendations are based on the assumption that the media
specialist in charge will establish the environment, policies and
procedures governing the school library media center and its programs
of service.
Specific recommendations are:
1.

Media specialists must provide for each user, complete
knowledge of resources and policies and procedures
governing their use.

2.

Media specialists must identify their clients' information
needs, and provide for them, so that the clients have
the basic skills needed for successful library media
experiences.

3.

Media specialists must continuously evaluate informational
services for their success in providing the entire user
population with the kinds of service and materials they
need.

4.

Media specialists must document inadequate programs,
facilities, and policies and make those inadequacies
known so that changes necessary to provide effective
service are initiated.
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5.

, School administrators and teachers must be made aware of
inadequacies and urged to help media specialists provide
adaptive, flexible programs of services to meet the
needs of the changing school environment.

Recommendations for Further Research

The significant differences which were found to exist in this
investigation seem to suggest the following recommendations to
investigate further student access to school library media center
resources:
1.

Studies of teacher and administrator views of student
access to resources could be made.

2.

Studies that delve into the apparent discrimination
of use of resources, i.e., class use versus recreational
use, could be made.

3.

Studies could be made on methods of transmitting
knowledge of available resources to users.

4.

Comparative studies could be made on alternative ways
of providing traditional library center facilities.

In summary,

the library program exists to provide supportive

information services in today's schools.

This means having the

human resources, material resources, facilities, equipment, and
time to reach each user.

A media specialist's dedication is not

enough when any of the above are falling short of the demand.
Miller's

(1974) data showed significant numbers of students had no

knowledge of, or were negative about,

their access to resources and

services.
This study documents the existence of those resources and
services.

Media specialists in this study indicated student
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knowledge of these resources and services were limited through lack
of awareness.

Media specialists must develop ways of increasing

the basic awareness level of the user.
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FIRST QUESTIONNAIRE:

ACCESSIBILITY OF RESOURCES1

Please circle only one response.
You are responding to
questions about your opinion of what is true generally for all
students in your school.
1.

Are students in your school able to obtain books in the school
library media center that they need for class work?

1.
2.
3.
4.

yes
yes but there should be more books
no
do not know

Are students in your school able to obtain newspapers in the
school library media center that they need for class work?

1.
2.
3.
4.

yes
yes but there should be more newspapers
no
do not know

Are students in your school able to obtain magazines in the
school library media center that they need for class work?

1.
2.
3.
4.

yes
yes but there should be more magazines
no
do not know

Are students able to obtain recordings (disc, tape, etc.) in
the school library media center that they need for class work?

1.
2.
3.
4.

yes
yes but there should be more recordings
no
do not know

f i l l e r , M . , Questionnaire from Student Access to School Library
Resources as Viewed by High School Seniors in Southwestern Michigan
Schools Accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and
S cho o l s . Doctoral dissertation in progress, University of
Michigan, 1975.
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5.

Are students able to obtain filmstrips, slides, and other
visual media in the school library media center that they
need for class work?
1.
2.
3.
4.

6.

Are students able to obtain books in the school library media
center that they want for recreational reading?
1.
2.
3.
4.

7.

3.
4.

yes
yes but there should be more audiovisual materials for
recreational use
no
do not know

Are students able to obtain audiovisual equipment (such as
tape recorders, filmstrip projectors, etc.) in the school
library media center for class work?
1.
2.
3.
4.

10.

yes
yes but there should be more newspapers and magazines
no
do not know

Are students able to obtain audiovisual materials such as
filmstrips and recordings in the school library media center
that they want for recreational use?
1.
2.

9.

yes
yes but there should be more books for recreational reading
no
do not know

Are students able to obtain newspapers and magazines in the
school library media center that they want for recreational use?
1.
2.
3.
4.

8.

yes
yes but there should be more visual media
no
do not know

yes
yes but there should be more equipment
no
do not know

Are students able to obtain audiovisual equipment in the school
library media center for recreational materials?
1.
2.
3.
4.

yes
yes but there should be more equipment
no
do not know
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11.

Are materials available on microfilm in the school library
media center?
1.
2.
3.
4.

12.

Are there sufficient duplicate copies of books in the school
library media center?
1.
2.
3.

13.

15.

1.
2.

yes
yes but not often enough

3.

no

4.

do not know

Are videotape recorded materials available in the school
library media center?
yes
yes but there should be more videotaped materials
no
do not know

If the answer to the previous question is "yes" m ay individual
students use them?
1.
2.
3.

17.

yes
yes but there should be more paperbacks
no
do not know

Are students able to obtain materials much in demand from a
convenient reserve shelf or section in the school library
media center?

1.
2.
3.
4.
16.

yes
no
do not know

Are students able to obtain paperbacks in the school library
media center?
1.
2.
3.
4.

14.

yes
yes but there should be more microfilm
no
do not know

yes
no
do not know

Do students in your school have access to the use of television
in the school library media center?
1.
2.
3.
4.

yes
yes but there should be more access
no
do not know
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18.

Are students In your school able to produce materials such as
transparencies, slides, filmstrips, posters, etc. in the
school library m edia center?
1.
2.
3.
4.

19.

Are there librarians available to help find materials for
students who go to the school library media center for
assistance?
1.
2.
3.
4.

20.

yes
no
do not know

Are librarians available and willing to recommend materials
to students for recreational use?
1.
2.
3.
4.

24.

yes
yes but their time is limited
no
do not know

Do librarians or some other adult staff teach students how to
use audiovisual equipment?
1.
2.
3.

23.

yes
no
do not know

Do librarians teach students how to find and use materials?
1.
2.
3.
4.

22.

yes
yes but there are not enough librarians to help
no
do not know

Are librarians willing to help students find materials in the
school library media center?
1.
2.
3.

21.

yes
yes but there should be more production facilities
no
do not know

yes
yes but their time is limited
no
do not know

Is the school library media center open to serve students at
least 30 minutes before school begins?
1.
2.
3.

yes
no
do not know
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25.

Is the school library media center open to serve students
during the lunch hour?
1.
2.
3.

26.

Is the school library media center open to serve students at
least 30 minutes after school closes for the day?
1.
2.
3.

27.

yes
no
do not know

Can students check out reference books, such as encyclopedias,
dictionaries, and almanacs, for use outside the school library
media center?
1.
2.
3.

31.

yes
no
do not know

Is the school library msdia center open to serve students
during summer vacation?
1.
2.
3.

30.

yes
no
do not know

Is the school library media center open to serve students in
the evening hours?
1.
2.
3.

29.

yes
no
do not know

Is the school library media center open to serve students on
Saturday?
1.
2.
3.

28.

yes
no
do not know

yes
no
do not know

Can students check out audiovisual materials from the school
library media center to take home?
1.
2.
3.

yes
no
do not know
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32.

Can students check out materials from the school library
media center for use over vacation periods?
1.
2.
3.

33.

Is the school library media center in your school located so
that it is easily accessible to most students during the
school day?
1.
2.
3.

34.

yes
no
do not know

Is the school library media center a comfortable place for
students to be?
1.
2.
3.

38.

yes
no
do not know

Is audiovisual equipment stored in your school library media
center in such a way that students can locate it easily?
1.
2.
3.

37.

yes
no
do not know

Are materials arranged in your school library media center
so that students may locate them easily?
1.
2.
3.

36.

yes
no
do not know

Does the school library media center in your school have special
areas where students may use audiovisual materials?
1.
2.
3.

35.

yes
no
do not know

yes
no
do not know

Do teachers use films in the classroom which they secure from
other libraries or materials centers outside the school building?
1.
2.
3.

yes
no
do not know
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39.

If students have need for materials from other libraries or
materials centers, will librarians borrow it for them?
1.
2.
3.
4.

40.

Do most students have a study hall period during the school
day when they can use the school library media center?
1.
2.
3.

41.

yes
yes but need more encouragement
no
do not know

Do teachers arrange for classes to go to the school library
media center and use materials?
1.
2.
3.
4.

45.

yes
yes but need more encouragement
no
do not know

Are students encouraged to use the school library media center
whenever they have need to for recreational purposes?
1.
2.
3.
4.

44.

yes
no
do not know

Are students encouraged to go to the school library media
center whenever they have need to do so for class work?
1.
2.
3.
4.

43.

yes
no
do not know

If there is no study hall period for most students does school
policy provide any other scheduled time during the school day
when students may use the school library media center?
1.
2.
3.

42.

yes librarians will borrow any materials needed
yes but this service should be expanded
no
do not know

yes many
do
yes but more could do so
no
do not know

Do teachers encourage individual students to go to the school
library media center and use materials?
1.
2.
3.
4.

yes many
do
yes but more could do so
no
do not know
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46.

Do teachers permit small groups of students to go from the
classrooms to work in the school library media center?
1.
2.
3.
4.

47.

yes many do
yes but more could do so
no
do not know

Do teachers notify the librarians of subjects being studied
in class?
1 . yes many do
2 . yes but more
3. no
4.
do not know

48.

Do teachers use audiovisual materials such as films, filmstrips,
and recordings in the classroom?
1 . yes many do
2 . yes but more
3. no
4 . do not know

49.

could do so

yes many do
yes but more
no
do not know

could do so

Do teachers discuss and recommend materials in the school
library media center for students to use for class work?
1.
2.
3.
4.

52.

yes many do
yes but more
no
do not know

Do teachers use television material in the classroom?
1.
2.
3.
4.

51.

could do so

Do teachers use videotape recorded materials in the classroom?
1.
2.
3.
4.

50.

could do so

yes many do
yes but more
no
do not know

could do

so

Do teachers discuss and recommend materials in the school
library media center for students to use for recreational
purposes?
1.
2.
3.
4.

yes many do
yes but more
no
do not know

could do

so
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SECOND QUESTIONNAIRE:
INDIVIDUAL SCHOOL LIBRARY
MEDIA CENTER PROFILE

Date ________________
Size ________________
1.

Name of School _________________________________________________

2.

Size of 1975 Graduating Class ________________________________

3.

Number of Faculty _____________________________________________

4.

Number of Students in Building _______________________________

5.

Grades Served in this Building _______________________________

6.

Library/Media Center Staff
Employed
Professional ______________________________________________
Para-Professional

_______________________________________

Non-Professional _________________________________________
Volunteer
Adult ______________________________________________________
Student
7.

The school district
does
does not have a library/
media coordinator/supervisor at the district level.

8.

This supervision is
Audiovisual _______________________________________________
Library ____________________________________________________
Library/Audiovisual ______________________________________
Other (specify) ___________________________________________

77
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9.

Do you receive services from a regional media center?
Yes ___________
No ____________

10.

What kinds of resources do you borrow from the regional
center?

11.

These services are used by the school library media center?
Yes ___________

12.

H ow many years have you worked
In education _______________
As a school library media specialist _
As a school library media specialist
for this school district ^
_________
In this school building _
As a classroom teacher

13.

What school library/media degrees do you hold for certification?
None ____________________________________________________________
Undergraduate L i b r a r y _______________________________________ _
Graduate Library ______________________________________________
Undergraduate AV ______________________________________________
Graduate AV ___________________________________________________
Other ________________________________________ _________________

14.

Have you received your degree in the last five years?
Yes ___________
N o ____________
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15.

From what Institution did you receive your degree?

16.

Have you had additional professional education in library or
media since receiving your last degree?
Yes ___________
No ____________

17.

If yes, were these experineces
AV ___________________
Library _____________
AV/Library __________
Inservice Workshops __________________________________
Other (specify) ______________________________________

18.

How many book titles are available for student use? ____

19.

Where are they located?

20.

What are the circulation policies on books?

21.

How do students find out about new books?

_______________________________

22.

How many newspaper titles are available for student use?

23.

Where are they located? ____________________________________

24.

What are the circulation policies in newspapers?

25.

How do students find out about the newspapers available?
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26.

How many magazine titles are available for student use? _____

27.

Where are they located? _________________________________________

28.

What are the circulation policies on magazines?

29.

How do students know what magazines are available?

30.

How many recordings (disc, tape, etc.) are available for
student use? _____________________________________________________

31.

Where are they located? _________________________________________

32.

What are the circulation policies on recordings?

33.

How do students find out about recordings available?

34.

How many filmstrips are available for student use? ___________

35.

Where are they located? ________ _________________________________

36.

What are the circulation policies on filmstrips?

37.

How do students find out about available filmstrips and other
visual media?

38.

How many slides or other visual media are available for
student use? _____________________ ______

39.

Where are they located? _____ ____________________________________

40.

What are the circulation policies on slides or other visual
media?
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41.

What audiovisual equipment is available for student use?

42.

How do students find out about the availability of this
equipment?

(list)

43.

Where is this equipment located? __________________________ ______

44.

What are the circulation policies for this equipment?

45.

What materials are on microfilm? _________________________________

46.

How much m icrofilm is available for student use? _______________

47.

Where are the microfilms l o c a t e d ? _____________________________ _

48.

What are the circulation policies for microfilm?

49.

What is the policy on buying multiple copies of titles?

50.

How many paperbacks are available for student use? _____________

51.

Where are they located? _______________ ____________________________

52.

What are

the circulation policies for paperback books?

53.

Is there

a reserve shelf for student use? _______________________

54.

Where Is it l o c a t e d ? ______________________________________________ .

55.

What are

the circulation policies for reserved materials?

56.

How do students find out

about the existence of a reserve shelf?
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57.

How many titles are included in the reference collection? ___

58.

Where are they located?

59.

What are the circulation policies for reference books?

_____________________________________

60.

Are there videotaped recorded materials available for student
use? ______________________________________________________________

61.

Where are they located? _________________________________________

62.

What are the circulation policies for videotaped materials?

63.

How do students find out about videotaped materials?

64.

What equipment is available for videotaped materials?

65.

Where is this equipment located? ________________________________

66.

What are the circulation policies on videotaped equipment?

67.

What television equipment is available? ________________________

68.

Where is this equipment located? ________________________________

69.

What are the circulation policies on television equipment?

70.

What kinds of production equipment can students use in the
school library media center?
(list)

71.

Approximately how often is this equipment used?
Daily ___________
Weekly __________

72.

Where is this equipment located? ________________________________
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73.

What are the policies for student use of production equipment?

74.

How do students know this equipment is available to use?

75.

Approximately how much time during an average school day do
you spend helping students find materials?
(calculate in
minutes) ____________________________________________________________

76.

Is the school library media center open for service to students
(specify time)
Before school ___________________________________________
After s c h o o l ____________________________________________ _
During lunch periods ___________________________________
On Saturdays ____________________________________________
In the evenings
During summer vacation

_________________________________

77.

Where is the school library media center located in the building
in relation to classrooms?
(describe or illustrate)

78.

What is the physical arrangement of the school library media
center?
(describe or illustrate)

79.

How many students can use the library at any one time? _________

80.

How many teachers use the school library media center services?
(percentage) ____________________
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81.

Where do teachers get their films or other audiovisual
materials if they do not use the school library media center?

82.

Where do students go for other materials if they do not use
the school library media center? _____________________________

83.

Do you have inter-library loan services for students?

84.

What are the policies for this service?

85.

How do students know about this service?

86.

Does the school have study halls?
Yes ___________
No ____________

87.

How many students do not have study hall assignments? _________

88.

When do students without study hall assignments get to use the
library? ___________________________________________________________

89.

How many teachers bring their classes to the school library
media center? ______________________________________________________

90.

What is the average number of classes meeting in the library
per week? __________________________________________________________

91.

How do teachers send individual students to the school library
media center for study?

92.

What policies are there for teachers sending students to the
school library m edia center?
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93.

What are the circulation policies for teachers on
Books

Magazines

Newspapers

Audiovisual materials (films,
recordings)

filmstrips,

Audiovisual equipment

94.

What policies exist for teachers to notify the school library
media center about topics the students will be studying in
their class?

95.

Are

you a member of the curriculum committee?
Yes

_______

No ____________
96.

Do you confer with teachers on instructional objectives for
their classes?
Yes ___________
No ____________

97.

What kinds of service do the teachers use when using the
school library media center?
(list)
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W E S T E R N M IC H IG A N U N IV E R S IT Y I
-----------------------------

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Department of Educational Leadership

1------------

I
I

87

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN
49008

February 24, 1975

Dear M e d i a Supervisor:
In 1974, Marilyn Miller, in the School of Librarianship,
at Western Michigan University, used graduating seniors from
area high schools as part of a sample population for a doctoral
study at the University of Michigan.
I would like to enlist your suppcvt in a second study based
on the Miller study which would involve securing librarians'
views of student access to school library resources.
The data
collection for the second study would require that I visit the
school library in the sample school utilized by Ms. Miller.
I will be contacting the principals and librarians of
these schools to enlist their cooperation.
It is vital that I
be able to utilize the identical schools used by the Miller
study since the student responses were relating to those school
library programs.
Thank you for your support in another study of school
library programs in Southwestern Michigan.
I am looking forward
to sharing the results with you.
Yours truly,

Alida Geppert
Doctoral Candidate
Western Michigan University
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W E S T E R N M IC H IG A N U N IV E R S IT Y
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Department of Educational Leadership

I
I

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN
49008

February 24, 1975

Dear Principal:
In 1974, M arilyn Miller, a doctoral candidate at the
University of Michigan, used a random sampling of your graduating
seniors as part of the study, Student Access to School Library
Resources as Viewed by High School Seniors in Southwestern
Michigan Schools Accredited by the North Central Association of
Colleges and Scho o l s .
I should like to enlist your cooperation in a second study
which would involve securing librarians' views of student access
to school library resources.
The data collection for the second
study would require that I visit the school library and ask the
librarian to complete an identical questionnaire to the one
Ms. Miller used with seniors.
Since this follow-up study is based on the results of the
Miller study, it is vital that the same sample schools be visited.
1 will be contacting your librarian to enlist his/her
cooperation and to answer any questions on this matter.
Thank you for your cooperation in another study of school
library programs in Southwestern Michigan.
I am looking forward
to visiting your school.
Yours truly,

Alida Geppert
Doctoral Candidate
Western Michigan University
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W E S T E R N M IC H IG A N U N IV E R S IT Y
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Department of Educational Leadership

I
I

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN
49008

February 24, 1975

Dear Librarian:
In 1974, Marilyn Miller, in the School of Llbrarianship at
Western Michigan University, used graduating seniors from your
high school as part of a sample population for a doctoral study
at the University of Michigan.
Ma y I ask your cooperation in another study based on her
results.
I should like to visit your school library and ask
you to complete an identical questionnaire to the one Ms. Miller
used with students.
Secondly I should like to ask you some
additional questions regarding the availability of resources
to students and teachers.
My intentions are to visit the schools utilized by the
Miller study and clarify students' views by talking to librarians.
It is vital that I use the identical schools since the student
responses in the Miller study were based on those school library
progr a m s .
Your participation would contribute to our professional
understanding and knowledge of school libraries in Southwestern
Michigan.
Enclosed is a post card for your response on this matter.
I am looking forward to being able to visit with you, to see your
library and share the research findings with you.
Yours truly,

Alida Geppert
Doctoral Candidate
Western Michigan University
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POSTCARD:
Yes, I will participate in
your study.
I can be reached
at this phone number

Include area code

name

school
In town directions to the school
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W ESTERN M IC H IG A N U N IV E R S IT Y
SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP

February 24, 1975

Dear Principal:
Last year your genial cooperation allowed me the opportunity
to collect data in your school for a research study on student
opinions of the accessibility of school media resources.
That
study is nearly completed, and the findings are providing a
great deal of Information.
Ms. Alida Geppert is planning to take my study a step
further by investigating the attitudes of librarians toward
the same question.
Her findings should provide us with infor
mation w hich may help us close the communication gap that
obviously exists between students and librarians.
I hope you will pprmit Ms. Geppert to spend some time
in your school with the school librarian.
Cordially,

Marilyn Miller
Associate Professor
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W ESTERN M IC H IG A N

U N IV E R S IT Y

SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP

February 24, 1975

Dear Librarian:
Last year I collected data in your school for a study
of Southwestern Michigan high school seniors’ opinions of the
accessibility of school media resources.
One of the many
interesting findings of the study was that many times students
do not know whether materials are accessible.
Now we need to
find out what can be done to better inform students about
library resources and services we have for them.
One of my students, Ms. Alida Geppert, is doing a follow-up
study in an attempt to answer the question:
"Why don't students
know about the accessibility of resources?" Will you help her
answer this question? Alida would like to talk with you, see
the school's media center; and have you fill out a brief ques
tionnaire— the same one the students in your school filled
out for me.
It is terribly important that Alida secure your help, for
without data from the same schools which participated in my
study, she can not claim valid findings.
As you well know, in
a research-oriented society, school library development can
only be helped by good research studies in the area.
Thanks for your time and your assistance.
Cordially,

Marilyn Miller
Associate Professor
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FIRST QUESTIONNAIRE:

1.

Are students In your school able to obtain books in the school
library media center that they need for class work?
Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know
2. Are students in your
school library media

44%
56%

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know
Are students in your
school library media

76%
24%

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
Yes but
there should be more
No
Do not know
4.

58%
38%
2%
2%

Students
(1974)
60%
22%
5%
13%

school able to obtain magazines in the
center that they need for class work?

Responses

*

Students
(1974)

school able to obtain newspapers in the
center that they need for class work?

Responses

3.

DATA SUMMARY

72%
28%

Students
(1974)
74%
22%
2%
2%

Are students able to obtain recordings (disc, tape, etc.) in
the school library media center that they need for class work?
Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
Yes but
there should be more
No
Do not know

20%
68%
1?%

Students
(1974)
37%
19%
17%
27%

*Items found significant at the .05 level or greater on the Chi
Square Test of Significance.
94
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5.

Are students able to obtain filmstrips, slides, and other
visual media in the school library media center that they
need for class work?
Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)
32%
52%
16%

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know

Students
(1974)
46%
20%
11%
23%

Are students able to obtain books in the school library media
center that they want for recreational reading?
Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)
40%
56%
4%

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know
7.

72%
24%
2%
2%

Are students able to obtain newspapers and magazines in the
school library media center that they want for recreational
use?
Responses

Media

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know
8.

Students
(1974)

Specialists
(1975)
68%
32%

Students
(1974)
66%
20%
6%
8%

Are students able to obtain audiovisual materials such as
filmstrips and recordings in the school library media center
that they want for recreational use?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know

Media

Specialists
(1975)
16%
44%
40%

Students
(1974)
22%
12%
31%
35%
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*

9.

Are students able to obtain audiovisual equipment (such as
tape recorders, filmstrip projectors, etc.) in the school
library media center for class work?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)
54%
12%
14%
20%

52%
36%
12%

Are students able to obtain audiovisual equipment in the
school library media center for recreational materials?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)
40%
12%
48%

Students
(1974)
19%
7%
33%
41%

Are materials available on microfilm in the school library
media center?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)
32%
36%
32%

Students
(1974)
20%
5%
25%
50%

Are there sufficient duplicate copies of books in the school
library media center?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No

Media Specialists
(1975)
48%
52%

Students
(1974)
37%
37%
24%
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Are students able to obtain paperbacks in the school library
media center?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be mores
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)
52%
35%
5%
8%

64%
36%

Are students able to obtain materials much in demand from a
convenient reserve shelf or section in the school library
media center?
Responses

Yes
Yes but not often enough
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)

60%
28%
12%

31%
25%
15%
29%

Are videotape recorded materials available in the school
library media center?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be more
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)
28%
20%
52%

Students
(1974)
31%
11%
17%
41%

If the answer to the previous question is "yes" may individual
students use them?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not know
No response

Media Specialists
(1975)
24%
32%
44%

Students
(1974)
15%
12%
18%
55%
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17.

Do students In your school have access to the use of television
in the school library media center?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be more
access
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)

20%

10%

8%
72%

12%
57%
21%

Are students in your school able to produce materials such as
transparencies, slides, filmstrips, posters, etc. in the school
library media center?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there should be more
facilities
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)

20%

20%

24%
56%

14%
33%
33%

Are there librarians available to help find materials for
students who go to the school library media center for
assistance?
Responses

Yes
Yes but there are not enough
librarians
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)

84%

87%

16%

9%
2%
2%

Are librarians willing to help students find materials in the
school library media center?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)
100%

Students
(1974)
91%
5%
4%
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21.

Do librarians teach students how to find and use materials?
Responses

Yes
Yes but their time is limited
No
Do not know
*

22.

Yes
No
Do not
23.

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)
47%
26%
27%

Are librarians available and willing to recommend materials
to students for recreational use?
Media Specialists
(1975)
72%
28%

Students
(1974)
45%
20%
15%
20%

Is the school library media center open to serve students at
least 30 minutes before school begins?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not
25.

53%
27%
14%
6%

84%
16%

Yes
Yes but their time is limited
No
Do not know
24.

72%
28%

know

Responses

*

Students
(1974)

Do librarians or some other adult staff teach students how to
use audiovisual equipment?
Responses

*

Media Specialists
(1975)

Media Specialists
(1975)
80%
20%

know

Students
(1974)
29%
33%
38%

Is the school library media center open to serve students
during the lunch hour?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not

Media Specialists
(1975)
96%
4%

know

Students
(1974)
77%
11%
12%
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*

26.

Is the school library media center open to serve students at
least 30 minutes after school closes for the day?
Responses

Media Specialists
(1975)

Yes
No
Do not know
27.

92%
8%

Media

Yes
No
Do not know

Yes
No
Do not
30.

3%
85%
12%

Media

Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)

12%
88%

12%
72%
16%

Is the school library media center open to serve students
during summer vacations?
Responses

*

Students
(1974)

100%

Yes
No
Do not know
29.

Specialists
(1975)

Is the school library media center open to serve students in
the evening hours?
Responses

*

50%
16%
34%

Is the school library media center open to serve students on
Saturday?
Responses

28.

Students
(1974)

Media

Specialists
(1975)
8%
92%

know

Students
(1974)
5%
70%
25%

Can students check out reference books, such as encyclopedias,
dictionaries, and almanacs, for use outside the school library
media center?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not

Media

Specialists
(1975)
96%
4%

know

Students
(1974)
55%
29%
16%
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*

31.

Can students check out audiovisual materials from the school
library media center to take home?
Responses

Media

Yes
No
Do not know

*

32.

72%
28%

Media

Yes
No
Do not know

Specialists
(1975)
84%
16%

Media

Yes
No
Do not know

Students
(1974)
51%
26%
23%

Specialists
(1975)
96%
4%

Students
(1974)
90%
7%
3%

Does the school library media center in your school have
special areas where students may use audiovisual materials?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not know

35.

9%
51%
40%

Is the school library media center in your school located so
that it is easily accessible to most students during the school
day?
Responses

34.

Students
(1974)

Can students check out materials from the school library media
center for use over vacation periods?
Responses

33.

Specialists
(1975)

Media

Specialists
(1975)
72%
28%

Students
(1974)
57%
21%
22%

Are materials arranged in your school library media center so
that students may locate them easily?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)
96%
4%

Students
(1974)
66%
23%
11%
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*

36.

Is audiovisual equipment stored in your school library media
center in such a way that students can locate it easily?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not
37.

48%
52%
know

Yes
No
Do not know

Yes
No
Do not

Media Specialists
(1975)
88%
8%
4%

Students
(1974)
79%
17%
4%

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)

100%

75%
6%
19%

know

39. If
students have need for materials from other libraries or
materials centers, will librarians borrow it for them?
Responses

Yes
Yes but this service should
be expanded
No
Do not
know
*

39%
28%
33%

38. Do
teachers use films in the classroom which they secure from
other libraries or materials centers outside the school building?
Responses

*

Students
(1974)

Is the school library media center a comfortable place for
students to be?
Responses

*

Media Specialists
(1975)

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)

68%

11%

24%
8%

12%
19%
38%

40. Do most students have a study hall period during the school
day when they can use the school library media center?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not

Media Specialists
(1975)
44%
56%

know

Students
(1974)
63%
31%
6%
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41.

If there is no study hall period for most students does school
policy provide any other scheduled time during the school day
when students may use the school library media center?
Responses

Yes
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)
32%
51%
17%

52 %
44%
4%

Are students encouraged to go to the school library media
center whenever they have need to do so for class work?
Responses

Yes
Yes but need more encouragement
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)
84%
12%
4%

Students
(1974)
53%
26%
18%
3%

Are students encouraged to use the school library media center
whenever they have need to for recreational purposes?
Responses

Yes
Yes but need more encouragement
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)
76%
16%
8%

Students
(1974)
25%
21%
40%
14%

Do teachers arrange for classes to go to the school library
media center and use materials?
Responses

Yes many do
Yes but more could do so
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)
52%
48%

Students
(1974)
50%
43%
5%
2%
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45.

Do teachers encourage individual students to go to the school
library media center and use materials?
Responses

Yes many do
Yes but more
No
Do not
know
46.

Media Specialists
(1975)

could do so

Yes many do
Yes but more
No
Do not
know
47.

Media Specialists
(1975)

could do so

64%
32%
4%

Students
(1974)
41%
45%
9%
5%

Do teachers notify the librarians of subjects being studied in
class?
Responses

Yes many do
Yes but more could do so
No
Do not
know
48.

44%
38%
12%
6%

Do teachers permit small groups of students to go from the
classrooms to work in the school library media center?
Responses

*

60%
40%

Students
(1974)

Media Specialists
(1975)
32%
64%
4%

Do teachers use audiovisual materials such as films,
and recordings in the classroom?
Responses

Yes many do
Yes but more could do so
No
Do not
know

Students
(1974)
42%
21%
10%
27%
filmstrips,

Media Specialists
(1975)

Students
(1974)

84%
16%

67%
29%
2%
2%
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49.

Do teachers use videotaped materials in the classroom?
Responses

Yes many do
Yes but more
No
Do not know
50.

Media Specialists
(1975)
32%
48%
20%

could do so

Yes many do
Yes but more
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

could

do

so

Students
(1974)

20%
44%
32%
4%

12%
35%
43%
10%

Do teachers discuss and recommend material in the school
library media center for students to use for class work?
Responses

Yes many do
Yes but more
No
Do not know
*52.

27%
40%
21%
12%

Do teachers use television in the classroom?
Responses

51.

Students
(1974)

Media Specialists
(1975)

could do so

Students
(1974)

32%
64%

36%
41%
15%
8%

4%

Do teachers discuss and recommend materials in the school
library media center for students to use for recreational
material?
Responses

Yes many do
Yes but more
No
Do not know

Media Specialists
(1975)

could do so

20%
68%
8%
4%

Students
(1974)
16%
29%
39%
16%
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SECOND QUESTIONNAIRE:

1.

Number of schools reporting

2.

Size of graduating classes

DATA SUMMARY

25 schools

High
510
3.

Median
249

Low
30

Mean
57

Median
50

Number of students in building
High
2,500

5.

Mean
288.5

Number of faculty In building
High
98

4.

Low
120

Low
650

Mean
1,176.3

Median
1,173

Grades served in building
9-12 = 12 schools (48%)
7-12 = 2 schools ( 8%)
10-12 = 11 schools (44%)

6.

Library/Media Center Staff
Professionals:
0-1 = 13 (52%)
1-1/2-2 - 11 (44%)
2-1/2-3 = 1 ( 4 % )
P ara-Professionals:

0 = 18 (72%)
1 = 4 (16%)
2 = 3 (12%)

Non-Professionals:

0
1
2
3

= 4 (16%)
= 12 (48%)
o 3 (12%)
= 6 (24%)

0
1-10
11-20
21-30

6 (24%)
=
=• 8 (32%)
= 10 (40%)
= 1 ( 4%)

Adult Volunteers:

107
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7.

The school district
does
does not have a library/
media coordinator/supervisor at the district level.
Yes
11 (44%)

No
14 (56%)

8.

This supervision is:
Audiovisual; Library; Library/Audiovisual; Other (specify).

9.

Do you receive services from a regional media center?

100% Library/Audiovisual

Yes
22 (88%)
10.

No
3 (12%)

What kinds of resources do you borrow from the regional center?
Non-print materials
Equipment services
Rent materials
Human services

11.

These services are used by the school library media center.
Yes
16 (72.7%)

12.

20 (80%)
5 (20%)
2 ( 8%)
2 ( 8%)

No
0

To a limited degree
6 (27.3%)

How many years have you worked:
High

Low

Mean

Median

In education

30

1

16.2

11

As a school library
media specialist

16.5

1

8.3

8

As a school library media
specialist for this
school district

14

1

7.1

7

In this school building

25

1

6.8

6

As a classroom teacher

14

0

4.1

2
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13.

What school library/media degrees do you hold for certification?
Certification only
Library undergraduate
Graduate

14.

Have you received your degree in the last five years?
Yes
10 (40%)

15.

4 (16%)
3 (12%)
18 (72%)

15

No
(60%)

From what institution did you receive your degree?
Western Michigan University
University of Michigan
Central Michigan University
Other

16.

No
12 (48%)

If yes, were these experiences
AV
Library
AV/Library
Other

18.

(52%)
(20%)
(12%)
(16%)

Have you had additional professional education in library or
media since receiving your last degree?
Yes
13 (52%)

17.

13
5
3
4

3
2
6
2

(23%)
(15.4%)
(46.2%)
(15.4%)

How many book titles are available for student use?
High
22,000

Low
6,000

Mean
11,765.7

Median
10,018

19.

Where are they located?

20.

What are the circulation policies on books?

100% Main room

2 weeks
3 weeks
21.

19 (76%)
6 (24%)

How do students find out about new books?
Displays
Booklists
Browsing
Special announcements

15
11
6
6

(60%)
(44%)
(24%)
(24%)
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22.

H o w many newspaper titles are available for student use?
High
13

Low
3

Mean
6

Median
5

23.

Where are they located?

24.

What are the circulation policies on newspapers?

100% Main room

Do not circulate
Back issues only
With special permission
One hour only
25.

How do students find out about the newspapers available?
Browse
Lists

26.

23 (92%)
2 ( 8%)

How many magazine titles are available for student use?
High
180

27.

Low
44

Mean
102.3

22 (88%)
2 ( 8%)

What are the circulation policies on magazines?
Overnight
More than o v a day
Current issues do not circulate
Back issues only
One hour only

29.

13 (52%)
11 (44%)
8 (32%)
7 (28%)
2 ( 8%)

How do students know what magazines are available?
Periodical lists in library
Browse
Ask
Displays

30.

Median
100

Where are they located?
Main room
Special room

28.

11 (44%)
7 (28%)
6 (24%)
4 (16%)

20
6
2
1

(80%)
(24%)
( 8%)
( 4%)

How many recordings (disc, tape, etc.) are available for
student use?
High
820

Low
65

Mean
362

Median
398
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31.

Where are they located?
Special AV room
Main room
Work room

32.

13 (52%)
11 (44%)
1 ( 4%)

What are the circulation policies on recordings?
Overnight only
One hour use in builidng or center
One day or more
Teachers only

33.

19 (76%)
8 (32%)
4 (16%)
2 ( 8%)
1 ( 4%)

How many filmstrips are available for student use?
High
2,100

35.

Low
10

Median
520

14 (56%)
10 (40%)
1 ( 4%)

What are the circulation policies on filmstrips?
One hour only
Overnight
Teachers only
Use in center only
One day or longer

37.

Mean
666

Where are they located?
AV room
Main room
Work room

36.

(36%)
(32%)
(32%)
(20%)

How do students find out about recordings available?
Card catalog
Browse
Lists
Ask
Displays

34.

9
8
8
5

8 (32%)
7 (28%)
6 (24%)
3 (12%)
3 (12%)

H ow do students find out about available filmstrips and other
visual media?
Card catalog
Ask
Teachers' lists
Special lists

21 (84%)
3 (12%)
3 (12%)

2 ( 8%)
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38.

IIow many slides or other visual media are available for
student use?
High
4,015

39.

Low
0

Mean
608.3

Where are they located?
AV room
Main room

40.

(24%)
(20%)
( 4%)
( 4%)

22
17
16
16
16
15
15
12
11
11
8
8
7
6

(88%)
(68%)
(64%)
(64%)
(64%)
(60%)
(60%)
(48%)
(44%)
(44%)
(32%)
(32%)
(28%)
(24%)

How do students find out about the availability of this
equipment?
Word of mouth
From teachers
Browse

43.

/ U»7o7

6
5
1
1

What audiovisual equipment is available for student use?
Record players
Cassette tape recorders/players
Filmstrip projectors
16mm projectors
Filmstrip previewers
Reel tape recorders/players
Opaque projectors
Overhead projectors
Slide projectors
8mm loop projectors
Earphones
Sound filmstrip
8mm projectors
Copy machines

42.

18 (75%)
4 (16%)

What are the circulation policies on slides or other visual
media?
Teachers only
Overnight
One hour only
One day or longer
Do not circulate

41.

Median
224

15 (60%)
14 (56%)

2

(

Where is this equipment located?
100% Special storage
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44.

What are the circulation policies for this equipment?
Use in building only
Special permission
Teachers only
Overnight

45.

16
10
8
3

What materials are on microfilm?
Magazines
Career materials
None

46.

13 (52%)
5 (20%)
8 (32%)

How much microfilm is available for student use?
High
Low
95 titles
0 titles

47.

Mean
Median
10.9 titles
8 titles

Where are the microfilms located?
Main room
Periodical storage
AV room
Office

48.

(64%)
(40%)
(32%)
(12%)

8
6
2
1

(32%)
(24%)
( 8%)
( 4%)

What are the circulation policies for microfilm?
100% use in center only

49.

What is the policy on buying multiple copies of

book titles?

100% no policy; purchased as needed
50.

How many paperbacks are available for student use?
High
12,000

51.

Low
150

Mean
1,185

Median
350

Where are they located?
100% Main room

52.

What are the circulation policies for paperback books?
Two weeks
Three weeks

53.

19 (76%)
6 (24%)

Is there a reserve shelf for student use?
100% yes
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54.

Where is it located?

55.

What are the circulation policies for reserved materials?

100% at circulation desk

Overnight
One hour
One or more days
56.

14 (56%)
7 (28%)
4 (16%)

How do students find out about the existence of a reserve
shelf?
From teachers
Ask
Card catalog
List at circulation desk

57.

14 (56%)
7 (28%)
4 (16%)
2 ( 8%)

How many titles are included in the reference collection?
High
2,018

Low
150

Mean
732.3

Median
547

58.

Where are they located?

59.

What are the circulation policies for reference books?

100% Main room

Overnight
Special permission
One hour during the day
Circulate one day
Not at all
60.

20 (80%)
3 (12%)
2 ( 8%)
2 ( 8%)
2 ( 8%)

Are there videotaped recorded materials available for student
use?

10 (40%)

15 (60%)

Where are they located?
AV room
Production room
Center's office
TV studio

3
3
2
2

(30%)
(30%)
(20%)
(20%)
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62.

What are the circulation policies for videotaped material?
Do not circulate
In building only through
teacher's permission
Overnight with teacher's permission

63.

H ow do students find out

5 (50%)
4 (40%)
1 (10%)

about videotaped

Through teachers or media
staff members
By asking
Daily announcements
64.

materials?

7 (70%)
6 (60%)
1 (10%)

What equipment is available for videotaped materials?
TV and playback
Two sets
None
TV studio
Classroom sets
Three sets

12
5
5
3
1
1

(48%)
(20%)
(20%)
(12%)
( 4%)
( 4%)

11
5'
2
2
1

(44%)
(20%)
( 8%)
( 8%)
( 4%)

Where is this equipment located?
AV room
IMC
TV studio
Office
Classrooms

What are the circulation policies on videotaped
In building with permission
Teachers use only
Do not circulate to students
One hour only with permission

11
8
5
1

(44%)
(32%)
(20%)
( 4%)

17
16
10
3

(68%)
(64%)
(40%)
(12%)

What television equipment is available?
Recorders
Monitors
Cameras
TV studio
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68.

Where is this equipment located?
AV room
Library
Classroom
TV studio
School office

69.

'
.

What are the circulation policies on television equipment?
Use in building
No response
Teacher use only
Reserve in advance
In library only
Trained students only
Access through adult

70.

10 (40%)
10 (40%)
6 (24%)
5 (20%)
4 (16%)
2 ( 8%)
2 ( 8%)
2 ( 8%)
2 ( 8%)
1 ( 4%)

Approximately how often is this equipment used?
Daily
No response
Weekly

72.

11 (44%)
9 (36%)
4 (16%)
4 (16%)
3 (12%)
2 ( 8%)
1 ( 4%)

What kinds of production equipment can students use in the
school library media center?
None
Laminating/Dry mount press
Recording equipment
Thermofax
Copy machines
Lettering equipment
Duplicator
Slide making kits
Cameras
Teachers use only

71.

8 (32%)
4 (16%)
3 (12%)
2 ( 8%)
1 ( 4%)

14 (56%)
8 (32%)
7 (28%)

Where is this equipment located?
AV room
Library production room
None available
M ain room
Office

10 (40%)
8 (32%)
6 (24%)
1 ( 4%)
1 ( 4%)
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73.

What are the policies for student use of production equipment?
7
5
5
4
3

Ask library staff
None available
Must be trained
Teacher authorization
Anyone may use
Cannot use
74.

2 ( 8%)

How do students know this equipment is available?
8
8
7
3
2
1
1

None available
Through teachers
Ask library staff
No response
Library orientation
Word of mouth
Cannot use
75.

(32%)
(32%)
(28%)
(12%)
( 8%)
( 4%)
( 4%)

Approximately how much time during an average school day do
you spend helping students find materials?
(calculate in minutes)
High
240 or
4 hours

76.

(28%)
(20%)
(20%)
(16%)
(12%)

Low
60 or
1 hour

Mean
142.3 or
2 hours 22.3
minutes

Median
150 or
2 1/2 hours

Is the school library media center open for service to students
(specify time)
Before school:
High
35 min.

After school:
High
60 min.

100% Yes

Low
15 min.

Median
30 min.

Mean
30 min.

24 (96%) Yes

Low
0 min.

Median
30 min.

Mean
41.7 min.
24 (96%)

Yes

1 ( 4%) No

In the evenings:

4 (16%)

Yes

21 (84%) No

During summer vacations:

2 ( 8%)

Yes

23 (92%) No

During lunch periods:

100%

On Saturdays:

No
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77.

Where is the school library media center located in the
building in relation to classrooms?
Centralized
Not centralized
Special wing

78.

20 (80%)
4 (16%)
1 ( 4%)

What is the physical arrangement of the school library media
center?
Main reading room
AV storage
Conference rooms
Office
Magazine storage room
Work room
Office/workroom combination
Production room
TV studio
Classroom
Dark room
Reading laboratory
Computer terminal

79.

How many students can use the library at any
High
228

80.

Low
45

Mean
104.7

Low
30%

Mean
79.3%

Median
100

Median
75%

Where do teachers get their films or other audiovisual materials
if they do not use the school library media center?
Intermediate office
University campuses
Public libraries
District media service center
Use only school library
Free films
Don't know

82.

one time?

How many teachers use the school library media center
services?
(percentage)
High
100%

81.

25 (100%)
20
(80%)
(68%)
17
(68%)
17
(56%)
14
(52%)
13
5
(20%)
4
(16%)
(12%)
3
2
( 8%)
2
( 8%)
1
( 4%)
1
( 4%)

14 (56%)
11 (44%)
7 (28%)
6 (24%)
4 (16%)
3 (12%)
2 ( 8%)

Where do students go for other materials if they do not use
the school library media center?
Public libraries
University campuses
State library

23 (92%)
8 (32%)
1 ( 4%)
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83.

Do you have inter-library loan services for students?
Yes
15 (60%)

84.

No
1.0 (40%)

What are the policies for this service?
Request of student
None
Recommend student go through
Public library
Must have real need.

85.

No
12 (48%)

Low
8%

Mean
74%

14 (56%)
13 (52%)
13 (52%)
7 (28%)
4 (16%)

How many teachers bring their classes to the school library
media center?
High
90%

90.

Median
75%

When do students without study hall assignments get to use
the library?
Before school
After school
During classes
Noon hour
Any free time

89.

(73%)
(33%)
(20%)
(20%)

How many students do not have study hall assignments?
(percentage)
High
100%

88.

11
5
3
3

Does the school have study halls?
Yes
13 (52%)

87.

2 (13%)
2 (13%)

How do students know about this service?
Informed by media staff
Informed by teachers
Ask
Don't know

86.

12 (80%)
3 (20%)

Low
15%

Mean
48%

Median
50%

What is the average number of classes meeting in the library
per week?
High
30

Low
1

Mean
18

Median
19
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91.

H o w do teachers send individual students to the school
library media center for study?
Passes
Just send
Special arrangement

92.

What policies are there for teachers sending students
school library media center?
Must have pass
No more than 6
Arrange ahead with media specialists
No more than 5
Sign up ahead
50% of class teacher comes
No more than 3
Teacher must come with class
Sign up sheet for students on arrival
Maximum 10
. No more than 4

93.

20 (80%)
5 (20%)
3 (12%)
the

20 (80%)
8 (32%)
7 (28%)
4 (16%)
2 ( 8%)
2 ( 8%)
1 ( 4%)
1 ( 4%)
1 ( 4%)
1 ( 4%)
1 ( 4%)

What are the circulation policies for teachers on:
Books:
Sign out but as long as needed
Same as students
For semester
Four weeks

22 (88%)
2 ( 8%)
1 ( 4%)
1(4%)

Magazines:
Sign out but as long as needed
All but current
Two weeks
Two days
Weekly
Overnight

17 (68%)
3 (12%)
2 ( 8%)
1 ( 4%)
1 ( 4%)
1 ( 4%)

N e wspapers:
Sign out but as long as needed
Hourly
1
Same as students
All but current

17 (68%)
4 (16%)
2 ( 8%)
2 ( 8%)
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Audiovisual materials
Sign out but as
Two weeks

(film, filmstrips, recordings):

long as needed

23 (92%)
2 ( 8%).

Audiovisual equipment:
Sign out but as
long as needed
One day
Twenty-four hours advance notice
94.

What policies exist for teachers to notify the school library
media center about topics the students will be studying in
their class?
Informal contact with librarian
Copy of written assignment sheet
to librarian
Two days notice

95.

4 (16%)
1 ( 4%)

No
9 (36%)

Do you confer with teachers on instructional objectives for
their classes?
Yes
19 (76%)

97.

23 (92%)

Are you a member of the curriculum committee?
Yes
14 (56%)

96.

22 (88%)
3 (12%)
1 ( 4%)

No
6 (24%)

What kinds of service do teachers use when using the school
library media center?
AV materials
Reference and research materials
Resource persons
AV equipment
Class assignment print materials
Production and copy equipment
Magazines and newspapers
Lounge and study areas
Professional materials
Phone

21
18
13
12
11
9
7
4
3
1

(84%)
(72%)
(52%)
(48%)
(44%)
(36%)
(28%)
(16%)
(12%)
( 4%)
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CHI SQUARE ANALYSIS OF SELECTED FACTORS IN
M E D I A SPECIALISTS' BACKGROUNDS WITH
M EDIA SPECIALISTS' RESPONSES TO
THE FIRST QUESTIONNAIRE

Question 12:
a.

H ow many years have you worked in education?

Years

Number of
Media
Specialists

0- 5
6-10
11-15
164Totals

3
11
5
6
25

Media Specialists' Responses
No;
Yes;
Yes but
Don't know
Totals

df = 3

X2 = 2.96
b.

How many

0- 5
6-10
11-15
164Totals

7
12
5
1
25

276
499
203
44
1,022

85
121
53
8
267
df = 3

361
620
256
52
1,289
p = .36

How many years have you worked in the same system?
Number of
Media
Specialists

Same
Multiple
Totals

x2 '=

p = .60

Media Specialists' Responses
No;
Yes;
Yes but
Don't know
Totals

X2 = 3.20
c.

153
569
257
310
1,289

years have you worked as a media specialist?

Number of
Media
Specialists

Years

38
120
53
56
267

115
449
204
254
1,022

19
6
25
3.62

Media Specialists' Responses
No;
Yes;
Don't know
Totals
Yes but
215
52
267

766
256
1,022
df = 1

981
308
1,289
p = .06
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d.
Teaching
Experi
ence

How many years have you worked as a classroom teacher?
Number of
Media
Specialists
18
7
25

With
Without
Totals

Media Specialists' Responses
Yes;
No;
Don't know
Totals
Yes but

p = .31

df = 1

x 2 - 1.04
Question 13:

930
359
1,289

186
8
267

744
278
1,022

What school library/media degrees do you hold for
certification?

M.A. Degree

Graduate
Degree

Number of
Media
Specialists

Media Specialists1 Responses
Yes;
No;
Totals
Yes but
Don't know
928
361
1,289

With
Without
Totals

18
7
25

745
277
1,022

Question 14:

Have you received
five years?

p u r graduate degree in the last

Number of
Media
Specialists
Last 5
years
More than
5 years
Totals
x2 - .14

183
84
267

Media Specialists' Responses
No;
Yes;
Yes but
Don't know
Totals

9

371

94

465

9
18

374
745

89
183

463
928

df = 1

p - .70
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Question 15:

From what institution did you receive your degree?

Number of
Media
Specialists
Western
Michigan
University
University
of Michigan

Media Specialists' Responses
No;
Yes;
Don't know
Yes but

13

534

136

670

5

205

54

259

Central
Michigan
University

3

112

42

154

Others

4

171

35

206

Totals

25

1,022

267

1,289

Question 16:

Have you had additional professional education in
library or media since receiving your last degree?

Masters plus Inservice
Number of
Media
Specialists
With
Without
Totals

10
18

Media Specialists' Responses
Yes;
No;

416
329
745

99
84
183

515
413
928
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